Here is the informa on you requested . . .

Is a STOP or YIELD
sign the right answer?

The City of Elmhurst currently has several traﬃc safety
programs to address the concern for speeding in resi‐
den al neighborhoods. These programs encourage
Elmhurst residents to ac vely par cipate in promo ng
traﬃc safety, minimize driver frustra on and reduce
the number of accidents and viola ons that involve
speeding.
For more informa on on these speed control programs,
please contact the Elmhurst Police Department at (630)
530‐3050.

City of Elmhurst
209 N. York Street
Elmhurst, IL 60126

Certain factors are considered during a City
of Elmhurst Traﬃc Engineering study to
determine if an intersec on warrants a
STOP or YIELD sign, including, but not lim‐
ited to the following:

Accident history

Sight distance

Traﬃc volumes

Measured traﬃc speed

Intersec on configura on

Unique/unusual circumstances

The City of Elmhurst
has inves gated your
request for traﬃc
control.
One of the most common traﬃc related
requests received by the City of Elmhurst
concerns the placement of stop and yield
signs in residen al neighborhoods. These requests are o en made in an a empt
to calm traﬃc. While a stop sign seems
like it might be the best way to maintain
residen al traﬃc safety it’s usually not
the right answer.

Visit our website at: www.elmhurst.org

Study Results

STOP and Consider:
Can a STOP sign be
a hazard?
Studies prove that STOP signs installed with the
sole purpose of slowing down traﬃc can actually
have the reverse eﬀect. Local and na onal data
conclude that stop signs do not reduce speeds
beyond a 150—200 foot radius. Motorists o en
increase speed beyond this point with the no on
of “making up for lost me”, and if unwarranted,
more drivers will deliberately ignore stop signs or
perform “rolling” stops. The bo om line is that
unwarranted stop signs can ins ll a false sense of
security, especially among neighborhood chil‐
dren, and o en increase actual accident experi‐
ence.

Consider . . .

While we are using this brochure to help build awareness about proper STOP and YIELD sign installa on, it is also to
respond to requests for STOP or YIELD signs submi ed to the City of Elmhurst. The following study results answer
important ques ons pertaining to the iden fied intersec on and indicates whether further study of the intersec on is
required.

Dear Resident:

Comments:

Thank you for your interest in road and pedestrian safety
within the City of Elmhurst. You have submi ed a con‐
cern/request for STOP or YIELD signs at the intersec on of:

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

1. Has the intersec on been inves gated for a STOP or
YIELD sign in the last two years?
YES
NO
If YES, no further inves ga on is required. Per City of
Elmhurst policy, if a STOP or YIELD control study was com‐
pleted within two years of your request, no further studies
will be performed unless significant changes have occurred
in the immediate area.

Any condi on recognized would ini ate further study:



2. Have 3 or more crashes occurred within the
last 12 months that a STOP or YIELD sign
may have prevented?

Yes No

3. Is there a permanent sight obstruc on at
the intersec on?

Yes No






______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
If you have addi onal ques ons or need addi onal infor‐
ma on regarding this study, please call the Elmhurst
Engineering Division at 630‐530‐3020.

The following preliminary study parameters are used to
indicate if STOP or YIELD signs may be warranted.

The following points based on careful traﬃc engi‐
neering evalua ons:
A STOP sign is a traﬃc control device intend‐
ed for right‐of‐way assignment, not speed
control.
STOP signs should be installed only a er
traﬃc engineering studies of exis ng condi‐
ons indicate they are necessary.
Unwarranted STOP signs reduce the eﬀec‐
veness of STOP signs at other intersec ons
and frustrate both drivers and pedestrians.
Unwarranted STOP signs can provide a false
sense of security to pedestrians and motor‐
ists, increasing the poten al for accidents.
Drivers may seek new routes to avoid areas
congested with STOP signs, crea ng traﬃc
problems in other areas.

______________________________________________

4a. For YIELD control, are there 2,000 or more
Yes No
vehicles per day traveling through the inter‐
sec on?
4b. For 2‐way STOP control, are there 6,000 or Yes No
more vehicles per day traveling through the
intersec on?
5. For 4‐way STOP control:
 Is the volume on the major or through
street greater than 300 vehicles in any
hour counted?
 Is the volume on the side street greater
than 200 vehicles in any hour counted?

Yes No

Yes No

Know the Rules
If an intersec on is uncontrolled, the right‐of‐
way rule is used. The right‐of‐way rule is:
When two vehicles approach or enter an inter‐
sec on from diﬀerent roadways at approxi‐
mately the same me, the driver of the vehicle
on the le must yield the right‐of‐way to the
vehicle on the right. This rule may be modified
at through highways or streets and where oth‐
erwise inconsistent with the provisions of this
traﬃc code. (ILCS Ch. 625, Act 5 § 11‐901)

