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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 

HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2008 
209 NORTH YORK STREET 

ELMHURST, ILLINOIS  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:00 P.M. – LITIGATION AND LAND A CQUISITION  
 

1. Executive session was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Marcucci for the purpose of 
discussing Litigation and Land Acquisition. 
 
Present: Diane Gutenkauf, Norman Leader, Michael Bram, Susan Rose, John Gow, Moira Moriarty, 

George Szczepaniak, Steve Morley, Donna Lomnicki, Mark A. Mulliner 
 
Absent: Michael J. Regan (arrived at 6:44 p.m.), Pat Shea (arrived at 6:50 p.m.), Stephen Hipskind 

(arrived at 6:33 p.m.), Chris Nybo (arrived at 6:55 p.m.) 

Also in attendance: City Treasurer Pigoni, Assistant City Attorney Spiroff, City Manager Borchert, 
Police Chief Neubauer 

Alderman Gow moved to convene into executive session for the purpose of discussing Litigation 
and Land Acquisition.  Alderman Moriarty seconded.  Roll call vote: 

Ayes: Gow, Moriarty, Gutenkauf, Leader, Bram, Rose, Szczepaniak, Morley, Lomnicki, Mulliner 
 

Nays: None      
 10 yeas, 0 nays, 4 absent 

         Motion duly carried 
 

Alderman Gutenkauf moved to adjourn executive session.  Alderman Mulliner seconded.  Voice vote.  
Motion carried.  Executive session adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 
 

CALL TO ORDER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL       Attendance:  22 
 

2.  The Regular Meeting of the Elmhurst City Council was called to order by Mayor Marcucci at 

7:35 p.m.   

 Present: Michael J. Regan, Diane Gutenkauf, Norman Leader, Pat Shea, Michael Bram, Susan J. 
Rose, John Gow, Stephen Hipskind, Moira Moriarty, Chris Nybo, George Szczepaniak, 
Steve Morley, Donna Lomnicki, Mark A. Mulliner 

 
 Absent:  None. 
 
Also in Attendance: City Treasurer Pigoni, Assistant City Attorney Spiroff, City Manager Borchert 
 

RECEIPT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS FRO M THE PUBLIC   
 

3. None. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM   

4. Todd Benson 
 391 River Glen 
 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

Spoke regarding the use of the CR zoned property at the northwest corner of IL Route 83 and IL 
Route 64 stating it’s not to be used for commercial parking.  He stated the property needs to be 
returned to its original use.  He also wanted to call attention to no curb cuts on IL Route 83 and 
forty (40) trees have been cut down in the area. 
 
Ray DeLago 
713 Charles Ct. 
Addison, IL  60101 
 
Stated as President of the Elmhurst Bicycle Club he would like to thank Mayor Marcucci for the 
creation of the Bicycle Task Force. 
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Jim Babcock 
185 Willow Rd. 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke to thank Mayor Marcucci for the creation of the Bicycle Task Force.  It’s very forward 
looking and in the spirit of the Cool Cities. 
 
Bill Von Stein 
232 Sherwood Dr. 
Wood Dale, IL  60191 
 
Spoke on behalf of the Elmhurst Senior Commission to encourage the approval to enact the Ride 
DuPage Program. 
 
Petra Lyn Hoffman 
128 Fellows Ct. #A 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Thanked Mayor Marcucci and the City Council for the steps taken to enact bicycle consciousness 
in Elmhurst.  Ms. Hoffman had three (3) goals for the Council 1) Create a bicycle active crossing 
at North Ave. and St. Charles Rd. and at the Salt Creek Greenway Trail and Elmhurst Crossing 
Shopping Center 2) Bicycle racks that are artistic and attractive and 3) Marked bicycle routes. 
 
Lance Martin 
414 Shady Lane 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke regarding the three (3) lots north of IL Route 83 that had been clear cut.  In August 2005 
there was a plan to preserve our woods.  Mr. Martin spoke of the infestation of the Gypsy moth 
and the possible loss of trees.  He asked if the City and the Forestry Department have developed 
a prevention plan.   
 
Rebecca Clancy 
210 S. Fairfield 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Thanked Mayor Marcucci for the creation of the Bicycle Task Force. 
 
Bob Hoel 
401 Niagara 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke on behalf of the 500 members of the Elmhurst Bicycle Club, commending and thanking 
Mayor Marcucci for forming the Bicycle Task Force. 
 
Phil Kohl 
Darrien, IL  
 
Stated he was on the Bicycle Committee in Darien.  He encouraged the City Council to continue 
on this path for residents to use bicycles for all of the environmental reasons stated this evening. 
  

CONSENT AGENDA  

5. The following items on the Consent Agenda were presented:  
 

a. MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2008 (City Clerk 
Spencer): Approve as published 

 
b. MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2008 (City 

Clerk Spencer): Receive and place on file 
 
c. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – NOVEMBER 17, 2008 TOTAL $ 2,779,022.38 
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d. APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION ON YOUTH – PATRICIA L. PALMER (Mayor 
Marcucci):  Concur with the Mayor’s recommendation 

 
October 21, 2008 

 
To: Members of the City Council 
Re: Appointment to the Commission on Youth – Patricia L. Palmer 
 
With your advice and consent, I will appoint Ms. Patricia L. Palmer, to the Commission on Youth 
for a term to expire April 30, 2010 replacing Ms. Katie Murray who resigned from the commission. 

  
 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  Thomas D. Marcucci  
                                                                                            Mayor 
 
e. REAPPOINTMENT TO THE ELMHURST HERITAGE FOUNDATION – LESLIE LEADER 

AND TOM KLEIN (Mayor Marcucci):  Concur with the Mayor’s recommendation 
 

October 21, 2008 
 
To: Members of the City Council 
Re: Reappointment to the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation – Leslie Leader and Tom Klein  
 
With your advice and consent, I will reappoint Leslie Leader and Tom Klein (see attached 
applications), as members of the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation for terms to expire 2011.    

  
 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  Thomas D. Marcucci  
                                                                                            Mayor 
 
f. APPOINTMENT TO THE VETERANS MEMORIAL COMMISSION – JERRY E. PASK (Mayor 

Marcucci):  Concur with the Mayor’s recommendation 
October 21, 2008 

 
 To: Members of the City Council 
 Re: Appointment to the Veterans Memorial Commission – Jerry E. Pask 

 
With your advice and consent, I will appoint Jerry E. Pask to the Veterans Memorial Commission 
for a term to expire April 30, 2011.  He will replace Mr. David Price as the representative on the 
commission from the Elmhurst Park District. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
     /s/  Thomas D. Marcucci  

                                                                                            Mayor 
 
g. BIDS, ONE (1) 2009 10 YARD CATCH BASIN VACUUM MACHINE (City Clerk Spencer):  

Refer to the Public Works and Buildings Committee 
November 12, 2008 

 
TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Bids, One (1) 2009 10 Yard Catch Basin Vacuum Machine 
 
In response to an invitation to bid for One (1) 2009 10 Yard Catch Basin Vacuum Machine 
advertised in the Elmhurst Press on Friday, October 24, 2008, bids were received from two area 
dealers. 
 
Bids were opened at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 11, 2008, and following is a summary of the 
bids received: 
         Alternate Bid 
          Total         Total 
     Less Trade In   Less Trade In 
 
EJ Equipment   $185,362.25   $190,012.25 
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(Manteno, IL) 
 
Standard Equipment Co.  $188,510.00   $216,499.00 
(Chicago, IL) 

 Respectfully submitted, 
     /s/  Patty Spencer        

                  City Clerk 
 
h. BIDS, ONE (1) 2009 MODEL YEAR 4X2 DUMP TRUCK (City Clerk Spencer):  Refer to the 

Public Works and Buildings Committee  
November 12, 2008 

 
TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Bids, One (1) 2009 Model Year 4x2 Dump Truck  
 
In response to an invitation to bid for One (1) 2009 Model Year 4x2 Dump Truck advertised in the 
Elmhurst Press on Friday, October 24, 2008, bids were received from five area dealers. 
 
Bids were opened at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 11, 2008, and following is a summary of the 
bids received: 

                  Alternate Bid 
           Total                           Total 
               Less Trade In            Less Trade In 
 
Trans Chicago Truck Group   $80,595.00  $82,986.00 
(Elmhurst, IL) 
 
Freeway Ford-Sterling Truck Sales  $81,117.00       none 
(Lyons, IL) 
 
Chicago International Trucks   $82,624.00       none 
(Chicago, IL) 
 
Northwest Ford-Sterling Truck Center $87,855.00   $85,464.00 
(Franklin Park, IL) 
 
Coffman Truck Sales, Inc.   $88,680.38        none 
(Aurora, IL) 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
     /s/  Patty Spencer        

                  City Clerk 
 
i. REPORT – 2008 WATER METER AUTOMATED METER READING UNITS PURCHASE The 

following report of the Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented for passage: 
 

November 10, 2008 
 

TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: 2008 Water Meter Automated Meter Reading Units Purchase 
 
The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Monday, November 10, 2008 
to discuss the purchase of Automated Meter Reading (AMR) units necessary for new construction, 
water meter upgrades, replacement of existing water meters, and to continue our radio AMR system 
integration project.  
 
The City standard, Neptune Water meters, are purchased directly from Neptune Technologies 
Corporation and are not competitively bid. The City has standardized purchasing Neptune meters at 
this time because it is compatible with the current Automatic Meter Reading (AMR) 
system/equipment, reduces unnecessary inventory supplies, and is a quality product.  Neptune 
Technologies has agreed to maintain their pricing for the AMR purchase at last year’s pricing level, 
$82.00 per unit. 
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The current pricing and quantities to be ordered are summarized as follows: 

 
         Quantity       Meter Type    Total Cost  
 

750   R900 AMR Units  $61,500.00 
                                  

The unit is an outside remote AMR radio frequency device attached for the ease of recording the 
customer’s water consumption. The meter reading is accomplished by simply walking or driving by 
the customer home and collecting the reads through the radio receiving handheld unit.  
 
Funds have been provided in the 2008/2009 budget, Municipal Utility Fund, account number 510-
6052-501-40-68 in the amount of $65,000 for the purchase of water meter Automated Meter 
Reading units.  
 
It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the proposal 
from Neptune Technologies for the listed pricing and quantity shown in the amount of $61,500.00 be 
accepted. 

  Respectfully submitted, 
Public Works and Building Committee 

 
         /s/  John E. Gow  
                     Chairman  
  /s/  Michael Regan 

      Vice-Chairman    
/s/   Donna Lomnicki 

  /s/   Pat Shea 
 
j. REPORT – PROPOSALS, COMPUTER ROOM ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS SYSTEM AT 

CITY HALL  The following report of the Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented for 
passage: 

November 10, 2008 
 

TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Proposals, Computer Room Environmental Controls System at City Hall  
 
The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Monday, November 10, 2008, to discuss 
proposals received for the installation of a Liebert Challenger 3000 Environmental Control System 
in the computer room at City Hall. 
 
Proposals were received from four area contractors who specialize in Heating Ventilating and Air 
Conditioning.  The proposals are summarized below: 

 
               Contractor  Total 

 
West Town Refrigeration Corp., Oak Park, IL  $23,780.00 
American Engineering, Inc., Arlington Heights, IL  $25,200.00 
Mechanical Inc., Hillside, IL  $25,350.00 
Voris Mechanical, Glendale Heights, IL  $28,780.00 

 
This project involves the installation of an air-conditioning unit and humidifier in the computer room 
at City Hall. This unit will replace the temporary spot-cooler that is currently in use. The low bidder, 
West Town Refrigeration Corporation, has satisfactorily performed work for the city during the past 
year. 
 
Funds have been provided in the 2008/2009 budget, General Fund, account number 110-2008-413-
8098, in the amount of $30,000 for the installation of this unit at City Hall.  
 
It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the bid 
submitted by West Town Refrigeration Corporation, in the amount of $23,780.00 be accepted. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
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Public Works and Building Committee 

 
         /s/  John E. Gow  
                     Chairman  
  /s/  Michael Regan 

      Vice-Chairman    
/s/   Donna Lomnicki 

  /s/   Pat Shea 
 
k. REPORT – REVIEW OF VEHICLE STICKER RATES AND ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES 

The following report of the Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services Committee was 
presented for passage: 

November 11, 2008 
 

To: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
Re: Review of Vehicle Sticker Rates and Administrative Practices 
 
The Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services Committee met on October 14, 2008 to 
review vehicle sticker rates and administrative practices. 
 
The review included components related to the rate charged for seniors, the rate charged for trucks 
with “B” license plates, the two truck designations or weight referrals, and the possibility of multi 
year licensing at a reduced rate. 
 
The senior citizen rate amended in 2004 allowed for the purchase of the senior vehicle sticker at a 
rate of $9.00 per passenger vehicle registered to a senior. In 2007, the reduced senior rate was 
applied at 25% of the normal rate per vehicle classification for all vehicle types registered to a 
senior. The Finance Committee reviewed information supplied by staff concerning the rate history 
and local municipality survey data (see attached).  The Finance Committee agreed after reviewing 
the senior rate and the allowance of multiple senior purchases per household, that the rate was 
reduced and applied fairly per senior owned vehicle and should remain unchanged at this time. 
 
The current rate charged for vehicle stickers with “B” license plates was also amended in 2004. 
Trucks with “B” license plates are required to purchase a vehicle sticker for $90.00. The designation 
of the “B” license plate is determined by the State of Illinois according to Gross Vehicle Weight 
(GVW) and trucks with this designation have the capacity to transport or tow a greater load, 
resulting in heavier use upon the roadways than a passenger vehicle.  Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV) 
are still designated as passenger vehicles by the State.  The City of Elmhurst does not use the State 
license renewal fee table as guidance and if the City were to adopt the table the rate charged for a 
passenger plate vehicle sticker would need to be raised substantially.  Using information provided by 
staff and taking into consideration the GVW and wear and tear on the roads, the Finance Committee 
agreed that the rate should remain unchanged at this time. 
 
The two truck designation of weight being either Base Curb Weight (BAC) or Gross Vehicle Weight 
(GVW) was established by manufacturers.  The State of Illinois currently uses the GVW to 
determine plate renewal, a practice adopted by the City and verified by vehicle registrations.  Again, 
Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV’s) are still designated as a passenger vehicle by the State, regardless of 
GVW. The Finance Committee agreed that the information used to determine the vehicle sticker rate 
is appropriate and should not be changed at this time. 
 
The multi year licensing practice is currently used by only two local municipalities, Glen Ellyn and 
Roselle.  Staff inquiries indicated that both communities were dissatisfied with the multi year 
program due to additional difficulties in both the administrative process and in enforcement and that 
the percentage of purchasers utilizing the multi year vehicle sticker in both communities was very 
low.  Also, one of the communities is actively seeking to dissolve the multi year option.  The 
Finance Committee agreed that the option to offer a multi year sticker as a convenience did not 
outweigh the costs involving administration and enforcement. 
 
After discussion, it was the consensus of the Finance Committee upon recommendation of staff that 
the current vehicle sticker rates and administrative practices should remain unchanged and that the 
Finance Committee would review the vehicle sticker program in two years. 
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It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services 
Committee that the City Council accepts the recommendation that vehicle sticker rates and 
administrative practices remain unchanged.   

 Respectfully submitted, 
        Finance, Council Affairs and 
        Administrative Services Committee 
      
        /s/ George Szczepaniak  
             
Chairman 
        /s/ Stephen Hipskind 
             
Vice-Chairman 
        /s/ Moira Moriarty 
        /s/ Steven Morley 
 
l. REPORT – CASE NUMBER 08P-14/BP OIL CONDITIONAL USE The following report of the 

Development, Planning and Zoning Committee was presented for passage: 
 

November 11, 2008 
 

TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Case Number 08P-14/ BP Oil Conditional Use 
 Request for Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of replacing two pylon signs on                

property commonly known as 217 E. Butterfield Road (PIN 06-13-125-026), said property 
being wholly located in the C2 Community Shopping and Service district. 

 
 
The Development, Planning and Zoning Committee met on November 11, 2008 to review the 
Zoning & Planning Commission report dated October 31, 2008 regarding the subject request.  The 
Committee also reviewed the documents supplied by the applicant, and the transcript of the public 
hearing.  The applicant and contract purchaser, Insite Development Services, is requesting approval 
of conditional uses to replace two existing pylon signs.  They are requesting replacement of two 
Standard Oil signs which have been in place for at least 30 years.  In the late 1970s, Standard began 
replacing their signs with new Amoco signs, and subsequently merged with British Petroleum (BP) 
in 1998.  The new signs will indicate that this is a BP station.  The requested approvals are for the 
existing gasoline service station located at 217 E. Butterfield Road (northeast corner, York Street 
and Butterfield Road).   
 
The Committee noted the following factors in their review of this request: 
 
• The replacement signs will be the same area as the existing signs.  Existing sign frames and 

vertical supports will be used.  The signs meet applicable sign area requirements. 
 

• The proposed signs meet applicable placement (location) and height requirements.  The new 
signs are approximately the same height as the existing signs; they are slightly shorter (within +/- 
1 foot) due to the flame on the existing Standard signs. 
 

• The new signs will help update the appearance of this particular facility, and may help encourage 
other businesses and property owners in the area to improve and update their signs. 
 

• This is a ‘gateway’ location at a major entry intersection into Elmhurst, and updating these signs 
will help present a positive image of the community.  There are similar existing signs on adjacent 
corners of this intersection.  No conflicts with residential properties are anticipated as this is not 
a residential area. 

 
In conclusion, the Committee reviewed the applicable factors for conditional uses and concluded that 
the requested signs meet these factors; therefore the DPZ Committee supports the request.  It is the 
therefore, the Development, Planning and Zoning Committee recommends approval of these 
variation requests.  The City Attorney is hereby directed to prepare the necessary documents for City 
Council approval. 

Respectfully submitted,  
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Development, Planning and Zoning 
Committee  

 
       /s/  Susan J. Rose 
                 Chairman 
       /s/  Norman Leader 
             Vice-Chairman 

 /s/  Diane Gutenkauf 
 
m. REPORT – CASE NUMBER 08ZBA-09/ WITZEL VARIATION The following report of the 

Development, Planning and Zoning Committee was presented for passage: 
 

November 11, 2008 
 

TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Case Number 08ZBA-09/ Witzel Variation 

Request for Interior Side Yard Variation for the purpose of constructing a second floor addition 
on property commonly known as 277 S. Berkley (PIN 06-02-320-010) said property being 
wholly located in the R2 Single Family Residence district. 

 
The Development, Planning and Zoning Committee met on November 10, 2008 to review the 
Zoning & Planning Commission report dated November 4, 2008 regarding the subject request.  The 
Committee also reviewed the documentation supplied by the applicant, and the transcript of the 
public hearing.  The applicant, Mr. Joseph Witzel, is requesting a 2.58 foot (2’ 7”) setback variation 
from the interior side yard setback for a proposed 2.42 foot setback (2’ 5”) to allow roof eaves in the  
construction of a second floor addition to the existing home.  
 
The Committee noted the following factors in their review of this request: 
 
• The proposed addition is using the footprint of the existing home; the proposed eaves account for 

the requested setback.  The proposed eaves will help eliminate water runoff drainage problems, 
and ice dam problems, which sometimes affect such homes. 
 

• The existing home is not set exactly straight on the lot; the walls are slightly out of line from the 
adjacent lot lines, contributing to a closer setback distance on the side part of the home subject to 
the setback variation request. 
 

• The proposed addition will result in a home that maintains, and actually enhances, community 
character.  The Committee noted that a number of neighbors supported this request.  The multi-
story academic wing of York High School is located immediately east of this home. 

 
The DPZ concluded that the requested variation met all three standards for variations, and therefore 
should be approved.  Therefore, the Development, Planning and Zoning Committee recommends 
approval of this request.  The City Attorney is hereby directed to prepare the necessary documents 
for City Council approval. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Development, Planning and Zoning 
Committee  

 
       /s/  Susan J. Rose 
                 Chairman 
       /s/  Norman Leader 
             Vice-Chairman 

 /s/  Diane Gutenkauf 
 
n. MCO-27-2008 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5 (STREETS, ALLEYS AND 

SIDEWALKS) OF THE ELMHURST MUNICIPAL CODE IN CONNECTION WITH SNOW 
REMOVAL IN COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

 
Ordinance MCO-27-2008 was presented for passage. 
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o. ZO-20-2008 – AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A BANK DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITY, ERECTING TWO 
PYLON SIGNS AND SIGN AREA VARIATIONS FOR WALL SIGNS ON THE PROPERTY 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 534-538 WEST ST. CHARLES ROAD (CHASE BANK) 

 
Ordinance ZO-20-2008 was presented for passage. 

 
p. R-19-2008 – A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF ELMHURST AND THE COOK COUNTY EMERGENCY 
TELEPHONE SYSTEM BOARD FOR THE  FUNDING OF A 9-1-1 SURCHARGE RE-
ALLOCATION 

 
Resolution R-19-2008 was presented for passage. 

 
 Alderman Moriarty pulled item 5o. ZO-20-2008 – An Ordinance Granting Conditional Use 

Permits for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-Through Facility, Erecting Two Pylon Signs 

and Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the Property Commonly Known as 534-538 West St. 

Charles Road (Chase Bank). 

 Alderman Bram moved to accept the contents of the Consent Agenda less item 5o. ZO-20-2008 

– An Ordinance Granting Conditional Use Permits for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-

Through Facility, Erecting Two Pylon Signs and Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the 

Property Commonly Known as 534-538 West St. Charles Road (Chase Bank).  Alderman Regan 

seconded.  Voice vote unanimous, motion carried.  Alderman Gutenkauf moved to approve the contents 

of the Consent Agenda less item 5o. ZO-20-2008 – An Ordinance Granting Conditional Use Permits 

for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-Through Facility, Erecting Two Pylon Signs and 

Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the Property Commonly Known as 534-538 West St. 

Charles Road (Chase Bank).  Alderman Rose seconded.  Roll call vote: 

Ayes: Gutenkauf, Rose, Regan, Leader, Shea, Bram, Gow, Hipskind, Moriarty, Nybo, 
Szczepaniak, Morley, Lomnicki, Mulliner 

 

Nays: None 
Results:  14 ayes, 0 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

  
 Alderman Rose moved to approve item 5o. ZO-20-2008 – An Ordinance Granting 

Conditional Use Permits for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-Through Facility, Erecting 

Two Pylon Signs and Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the Property Commonly Known as 

534-538 West St. Charles Road (Chase Bank).  Alderman Gutenkauf seconded. 

Alderman Rose reviewed item 5o. ZO-20-2008 – An Ordinance Granting Conditional Use 

Permits for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-Through Facility, Erecting Two Pylon Signs 

and Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the Property Commonly Known as 534-538 West St. 

Charles Road (Chase Bank) stating that this item was fully vetted at the November 3, 2008 Council 

meeting. 

 Alderman Moriarty stated she pulled item 5o. ZO-20-2008 – An Ordinance Granting 

Conditional Use Permits for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-Through Facility, Erecting 

Two Pylon Signs and Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the Property Commonly Known as 

534-538 West St. Charles Road (Chase Bank) to abstain from the vote as she is an employee of Chase 

Bank. 
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 Roll call vote on item 5o. ZO-20-2008 – An Ordinance Granting Conditional Use Permits 

for the Purpose of Establishing a bank Drive-Through Facility, Erecting Two Pylon Signs and 

Sign Area Variations for Wall Signs On the Property Commonly Known as 534-538 West St. 

Charles Road (Chase Bank): 

Ayes: Gutenkauf, Rose, Regan, Leader, Shea, Bram, Gow, Hipskind, Nybo, Szczepaniak, 
Mulliner 

 

Nays: Morley, Lomnicki 
 

Abstain: Moriarty 
 
Results:  12 ayes, 2 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 

6. Alderman Lomnicki called for a point of order.  Alderman Lomnicki moved to discuss item 6b. 

Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation prior to item 6a. Report – 172 E. Oneida 

Avenue Alley Vacation.  Alderman Nybo seconded. 

 Prior to the vote, Mayor Marcucci referenced Robert’s Rules of Order stating that this motion is 

not debatable. 

 Roll call vote to discuss item 6b. Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation prior 

to item 6a. Report – 172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation: 

Ayes: Lomnicki, Nybo, Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Bram, Rose, Gow, Hipskind, 
Moriarty, Szczepaniak, Morley, Mulliner 

 

Nays: None 
Results:  14 ayes, 0 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

 
 a. REPORT – 172 E. ONEIDA AVENUE ALLEY VACATION The following report of the 

Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented for passage: 
         

November 10, 2008 
 

TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: 172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation 
 
The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Monday, November 10, 2008 to discuss a 
possible vacation of an alley adjacent to 172 E. Oneida.  The request came from Mr. and Mrs. 
MacAdoo, the owners of the property at 172 E. Oneida.  Currently the family is constructing a new 
home and is interested in having the property vacated to accommodate their driveway.   
 
There is only one other property directly affected which is located at 166 E. Oneida Avenue and is 
owned by the Carr family.  The MacAdoo’s presented a letter signed by the Carr family supporting 
the vacation of the City alley to 172 E. Oneida.   
 
The Committee discussed the fact that the City has no use for the alley although it does contain a 
sanitary sewer so the City would maintain easement rights across the entire 16 feet.  In addition, the 
alley does contain liability issues as it is completely unfenced and available to the families and there 
would be no other perspective buyers for the alley.  The Committee further discussed the fact that 
release of liability would be sufficient compensation for the alley. 
 
It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the 16 foot 
alley adjacent to 172 E. Oneida Avenue be vacated to 172 E. Oneida with the City retaining a full 
easement across the entire alley at no charge to the homeowners except any City costs incurred by 
the City and that the City Attorney prepare the proper ordinance and that the City Council approve 
said Ordinance. 
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  Respectfully submitted, 
Public Works and Building Committee 

 
         /s/  John E. Gow  
                     Chairman  
  /s/  Michael Regan 

      Vice-Chairman    
/us/   Donna Lomnicki 

  /us/   Pat Shea 
 
 Alderman Lomnicki called  for a point of order to remove her signature from item 6a. Report – 

172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation. 

 Mayor Marcucci replied her signature is now considered removed from item 6a. Report – 172 

E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation. 

 Alderman Gow moved to approve item 6a. Report – 172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation.  

Alderman Regan seconded. 

 Alderman Gow reviewed item 6a. Report – 172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation stating it is 

for the vacation of an alley adjacent to 172 E. Oneida.  He stated Mr. & Mrs. MacAdoo are here tonight 

to answer any questions Council might have. 

 Alderman Shea asked Assistant City Attorney Spiroff, doesn’t the homeowner need to apply for 

a vacation of property? 

 Assistant City Attorney Spiroff replied the Council can vacate any right-of-way it wishes.  

Technically the City does not. 

 Alderman Shea stated the builder should have known about the vacation. 

 Discussion ensued regarding the construction of the new home and the alley vacation as per the 

value of the property. 

 Alderman Rose stated she supports this request, stating it adds value to the City. 

 Alderman Nybo stated 25% of fair market value of the property for an easement, is 

approximately $10,000 for the property. 

 Discussion ensued. 

 Assistant City Attorney Spiroff stated the requirements and the report before Council is proper in 

its request. 

 Discussion ensued. 

 Alderman Mulliner asked is the City paying for the alley way. 

 Mayor Marcucci stated no, the home owner pays for it. 

 Discussion ensued regarding the property vacation and the added value to the homeowner’s 

property. 

 Alderman Gutenkauf asked for a formal appraisal before the Council sets a formula.  She stated 

come back with more information. 

 Discussion ensued. 

 Roll call vote on item 6a. Report – 172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation: 

Ayes: Gow, Regan, Leader, Rose, Hipskind, Morley, Mulliner, Mayor Marcucci 
 

Nays: Gutenkauf, Shea, Bram, Moriarty, Nybo, Szczepaniak, Lomnicki 
 

Results:  8 ayes, 7 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   
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 Alderman Szczepaniak called for a point of order, is the City selling the property. 

 Assistant City Attorney Spiroff stated a vacation is not a sale and it’s a committee report, there is 

no need for a super majority. 

b.  REPORT – 170 E. SOUTH STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY VACATION The following 
report of the Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented for passage: 

 
November 10, 2008 

 
TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation 
  
The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Mondays, May 12, October 14, October 27 and 
again on November 10, 2008 to discuss a request for the vacation of City right-of-way located near 
the intersection of South Street and Arlington.   
 
The property is owned by Ed and Vicki Rohn.  Mr. and Mrs. Rohn have requested that the adjacent 
City property be vacated.   
 
Exhibit ‘A’ (attached) indicates the property owned by the Rohn family in red and the area to be 
vacated shown in blue.  As can be seen by the aerial photograph, the existing right-of-way line is 
well up the driveway and also very close to the house on the west side of the house.  A tree and 
fence line is located at approximately the west edge of the blue area.  This fence and tree line which 
has existed for many years gives the impression that the property goes all the way to that point.  This 
creates what has been a ”defacto” side yard for that house for many years.   
 
In its discussions of the potential vacation the Committee noted that the property has a high degree 
of liability as any child who would be hurt playing on the driveway or in the side yard would 
effectively be getting hurt on City property.  Further the Committee noted that the City did not pay 
for the property originally and has never maintained it. In addition it was noted there would be no 
buyers for such a parcel and that Illinois state law allows release of liability to be deemed as 
adequate compensation for a vacation.   
 
Based on these factors the Committee concurred that the land should be vacated to the property of 
170 E. South Street and that there should be no charge for the property except that the Rohms shall 
pay any costs incurred by the City for processing the vacation. 
 
It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the area 
shown on Exhibit ‘A’ in blue be vacated to the property located at 170 E. South Street and that the 
City Attorney prepare the proper ordinance and that the City Council approve said Ordinance. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 

Public Works and Building Committee 

 
         /s/  John E. Gow  
                     Chairman  
  /s/  Michael Regan 

      Vice-Chairman    
/us/   Donna Lomnicki 

  /us/   Pat Shea 
 
 Alderman Gow moved to approve item 6b. Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way 

Vacation.  Alderman Regan seconded. 

 Alderman Gow reviewed item 6b. Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation and 

stated the owner of the property is present to answer any questions.  Alderman Gow stated the City has 

maintained the property and neither the City nor the Park District have any use for it.  The discussions in 

committee were liability issues on the adjacent space. 
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 Alderman Lomnicki stated her concern is that part of the home owners driveway sits on part of 

the right-of-way.  The house is vacant and for sale.  She stated the sale of the property should include 

50% of the assessed value the home.  

 Discussion ensued regarding the rights-of way charge on the property. 

 Alderman Nybo called for a point of order, stating the discussion is including item 6a. Report – 

172 E. Oneida Avenue Alley Vacation., details of said item are not yet on the table. 

 Mayor Marcucci ruled that the discussion could continue. 

 Further discussion ensued regarding the underlying zoning and charges for rights-of-way and 

placing conditions upon the sale of the property. 

 Alderman Nybo suggested a motion to amend the report including 50% of the assessed value to 

the sale price. 

 Discussion ensued. 

 Alderman Morley stated the fee for vacating this property is too small.  He stated each case is 

different and said he is not in favor of giving the vacation with no charge. 

 Alderman Hipskind moved to suspend the rules and have the homeowner take questions from the 

dais.  Alderman Morley seconded.  Voice vote, motion carried. 

 Mr. Ed Rohn thanked the Council for the thought they have put into this request.  He stated the 

house was purchased five (5) years ago, there is no backyard and the side yard did not come with the 

house.  He said there was a liability issue from tenants; the house is not up for sale.  The house has no 

backyard.  He is not trying to obtain the property to increase the sale value of the house. 

 Alderman Hipskind asked Mr. Rohn if he would purchase the side yard property.   

 Mr. Rohn stated no. 

 Alderman Szczepaniak asked if a survey of the property was done. 

 Mr. Rohn stated they did not know it wasn’t their property prior to the closing and purchase the 

house anyway. 

 Alderman Morley asked what Mr. Rohn’s intention with the house is. 

 Mr. Rohn stated he will not live in the house until he is an empty-nester. 

 Alderman Regan stated he is going to change his mind on this.  Aldermen Szczepaniak and 

Morley have given compelling arguments and Alderman Nybo’s suggestion of 50% is in the City’s 

comfort zone.  Alderman Regan moved to have the City charge 50% of the assessed value.  Alderman 

Lomnicki seconded. 

 Discussion ensued regarding the property and whether it is for sale or not. 

 Alderman Morley stated he is not in favor of the motion. 

 Discussion ensued. 

 Mayor Marcucci asked Assistant City Attorney Spiroff how to proceed forward. 

 Alderman Mulliner called for a point of order, stating the Council can vote on it. 

 Assistant City Attorney Spiroff stated the Council can vote on it or they can have the City 

Manager discuss it with the homeowners. 

 Mayor Marcucci asked Clerk Spencer to call the roll call vote. 

 Alderman Rose called for a point of order to confirm that the vote is on the motion to amend the 

committee report. 

 Mayor Marcucci stated correct. 
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 Alderman Szczepaniak questioned the amended statement with no time certain. 

 Assistant City Attorney Spiroff stated the City may set up a price and sunset a provision of six 

(6) months. 

 Alderman Rose stated she is not in support of the motion stating it is unnecessary. 

 Alderman Morley called for a point of order to clarify that the motion before Council has nothing 

to do with the sale of the property. 

 Mayor Marcucci replied no. 

 Alderman Leader called for a point of order, is the vote before the Council the vote to approve 

item 6b. Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation. 

 Mayor Marcucci replied no, the vote before Council is to amend item 6b. Report – 170 E. South 

Street Right-of-Way Vacation to offer $20,000 to sell, offer good for six (6) months. 

 Roll call vote to amend item 6b. Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation to 

charge 50% of the assessed value ($20,000) for the property, with a sunset provision of six (6) months: 

Ayes: Regan, Lomnicki, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Bram, Hipskind, Moriarty, Nybo, 
Szczepaniak, Morley 

 

Nays: Rose, Gow, Mulliner 
Results:  11 ayes, 3 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

 
 Roll call vote to approve item 6b. Report – 170 E. South Street Right-of-Way Vacation as 
amended: 

Ayes: Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Bram, Hipskind, Moriarty, Nybo, Szczepaniak, 
Lomnicki 

 

Nays: Rose, Gow, Morley, Mulliner 
Results:  10 ayes, 4 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

 
c. REPORT – ELMHURST’S SENIORS/DISABLED TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS 

AND RECOMMENDATION TO CONSIDER RIDE DUPAGE WITHOUT BOUNDARY 
LIMITATIONS  The following report of the Public Affairs and Safety Committee was 
presented for passage: 

November 10, 2008 
 

To:  Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE:   Elmhurst’s Senior/Disabled Transportation Programs and Recommendation to Consider Ride 

DuPage Without Boundary Limitations 
 

The Public Affairs and Safety Committee met on March 10, 2008 and again on March 24, 2008 to 
discuss the recommendation from the Director of Finance and Administration, Marilyn Gaston to 
provide the financial support estimated to be necessary to allow the Ride DuPage Program to be 
provided to the Elmhurst community.  On May 19, 2008 the Council approved a committee report to 
replace the current taxi subsidized taxi programs with the Ride DuPage Program.   
 
Further discussion with the Inter Agency Paratransit Coordinating Council (IAPCC) revealed that 
the boundary restrictions Elmhurst placed on the Ride DuPage Program (DuPage County and 
medical facilities in Cook County) were inconsistent with the mission of Ride DuPage.  The Public 
Affairs and Safety Committee met on October 13, 2008 with IAPCC representatives, Mary Keating, 
Administrator of Community Development DuPage County Community Services and Jodi Hefler, 
Senior Services Coordinator for the Village of Glen Ellyn.  Ms. Keating and Ms. Hefler addressed 
the specifics of the program and shared their experiences administering Ride DuPage.   
 
Staff began to research transportation alternatives when residents who are wheelchair-bound 
contacted City Hall regarding the lack of accessibility of the current taxi services.  After research, 
staff determined that Ride DuPage is a viable alternative to all of the City’s current transportation 
programs.  This program was developed by the IAPCC.  IAPCC has designated DuPage County as 
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the lead agency for this program, and the County has contracted with Pace Suburban Bus to manage 
the day-to-day operations of Ride DuPage. 
 
An analysis of the current programs and proposed program recommendation follows: 

 
1. The current Elmhurst Taxi Program allows Elmhurst disabled and senior (65+ years old) 

residents to travel anywhere within the City limits for $1.40 each way for a limit of 20 one-way 
trips per month.  The average annual cost, net of the $1.40 per ride resident payment, of this 
program for the past five fiscal years 2003 through 2007 was $26,398 for senior residents and 
$2,631 for disabled residents.  For the period of March 2007 through July 2007, the average 
number of monthly one-way rides was 424 rides. 

 
2. The current DuPage County Pilot II Taxi Program is a coupon-based program that allows 

disabled and senior (65+ years old) persons to ride anywhere in DuPage County at half price.  
Coupons are purchased at a cost of $2.50 each and have a face value of $5.00 when used towards 
payment of taxi service.  The average annual cost of the Pilot II Taxi Program for the five fiscal 
years 2003 through 2007 was $11,500.  The average annual revenue for the same period was 
$5,475 for a net annual cost of $6,025.  Approximately 2,200 coupons are sold annually. 

 
3. The City’s total average net cost annually for the City’s two transportation programs is $35,054. 
 
Ride DuPage is a transportation service that operates 7 days a week, 24 hours per day.  
Municipalities, townships and social service organizations can participate by subsidizing 
transportation for their clients.   
 
Each sponsoring agency determines the following for its residents:  eligibility criteria for riders such 
as age, disability or income and fare paid by resident rider. Based on the agencies currently using 
Ride DuPage (Glen Ellyn, Naperville, Naperville Township, Lisle Township, DuPage County 
Human Services and DuPage County Senior Services), the average length per one-way trip is five 
miles.  The average total cost for that trip is $19, which is a combination of the average cost per trip 
of $16 and the average call center cost per trip of $3. 
 
The proposed eligibility criteria for Elmhurst resident riders would be: 

a. 65+ years of age 
b. Disabled (must possess a valid RTA Paratransit card) 

 

The proposed fare structure would be: 
a. Fare of $1 flag pull and $1 per mile would generate a net expense of approximately $76,000 

annually.  The cost to the resident for a three mile ride would be $4.00 compared to $1.40 
with the current program. 

b. Ride DuPage will provide service to both airports however the full fare cost would be paid by 
the user. 

 

The Ride DuPage advantages over the current programs include: 
a. Mini buses are wheelchair accessible; curb to curb service 
b. Greater range of travel beyond DuPage County 
c. High on-time percentage of 95% for taxis and buses 
d. One-time registration 
e. Pace approves all drivers 
f. Central call center with “live” people 
g. Total trip cost is provided at time ride is scheduled 

 
The listed benefits outweigh the increased costs to the City and residents.  The 2008/2009 budget 
reflects implementation of Ride DuPage. 
 
It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Affairs and Safety Committee that the City 
Council approve the implementation of the Ride DuPage program, in place of the current Elmhurst 
Taxi program and DuPage County Pilot II program.  Although the cost for Ride DuPage is greater 
than the cost for current transportation programs, this program provides a wider range of travel, a 
24/7 operation, handicap accessibility, and a one-time registration.  It is also the recommendation of 
the committee that the proposed Ride DuPage program be evaluated in six months and one year to 
assess rider ship and cost. 

       Respectfully submitted,  
       Public Affairs and Safety Committee  
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       /s/  Mark A. Mulliner 
                 Chairman  
       /s/  Michael Bram 

                     Vice-
Chairman 

 /s/  Chris Nybo 
 
 Alderman Mulliner moved to approve item 6c. Report – Elmhurst’s Seniors/Disabled 

Transportation Programs and Recommendation to Consider Ride DuPage Without Boundary 

Limitations .  Alderman Nybo seconded. 

 Alderman Mulliner stated item 6c. Report – Elmhurst’s Seniors/Disabled Transportation 

Programs and Recommendation to Consider Ride DuPage Without Boundary Limitations  came 

back to the Public Affairs and Safety Committee due to errors on the information that the committee 

received.  The committee had put some limitations on travel within the program that turned out not to be 

applicable with the Ride DuPage Program.  The committee met with representatives from DuPage 

County and Glen Ellyn and they will help the staff to implement the program. 

 Alderman Gutenkauf asked for clarification that the change removes the restriction that was to 

allow rider-ship to go into Cook County only for medical purposes. 

 Alderman Mulliner replied yes. 

 Alderman Bram affirmed that the restrictions were not applicable to the program the way it’s 

currently set up. 

 Mayor Marcucci stated this is important to the community, seniors and especially for our 

disabled residents. 

 Roll call vote to approve item 6c. Report – Elmhurst’s Seniors/Disabled Transportation 

Programs and Recommendation to Consider Ride DuPage Without Boundary Limitations : 

Ayes: Mulliner, Nybo, Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Bram, Rose, Gow, Hipskind, Moriarty, 
Szczepaniak, Morley, Lomnicki 

 

Nays:  None 
Results:  14 ayes, 0 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

 
REPORTS AND RECOMENDATIONS OF APPOINTED AND ELECTED  OFFICIALS  
 

7. a.  UPDATES (Mayor Marcucci) 

 Alderman Gutenkauf asked what is the time line to review the memo that was placed on the dais 

at tonight’s meeting.  She stated she will want to look it over and have a discussion. 

 City Manager Borchert replied two (2) weeks. 

 Mayor Marcucci stated according to City code, the City Manager has the power to implement 

this now.  He stated it looks like there will be discussion per Alderman Gutenkauf’s request for a 

timeline. 

 Alderman Gow asked for a status report from the Public Affairs and Safety Committee as to why 

AT&T is not broadcasting the City Council meetings on the cable channel like Comcast.  He asked if 

AT&T is contracted to provide this service. 

 Alderman Mulliner stated the Public Affairs and Safety Committee will give a report to Council.  

He stated AT&T does have a contract but they need a bridge to Comcast to be able to air the meeting.  
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He said there was a breakdown and there is a two (2) year window that has been in place to provide the 

service. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

8. None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

9. City Clerk Spencer stated that she would like to announce that on December 1, 2008 the Pink 

Elephant she displayed, affectionately know as Snuggles, will turn 50 years old.  Every child that has 

been admitted to Elmhurst Memorial Hospital over the past fifty years has either snuggled or played 

with this friendly, soft elephant.  She stated Hospital Guild volunteers have hand stitched and stuffed 

more than 78,000 Snuggles over the past fifty years.  Signs of Snuggles 50th Birthday will be appearing 

around the hospital, from pink elephant decorated Christmas trees and cookies to birthday celebration 

sales at the Hospital Guild resale shop aka the Pink Elephant. 

Clerk Spencer stated for the record, the Snuggles she is displaying belongs to 41 year old 

resident John Paul Schmidtke who received a Snuggles when he had his tonsils out at age 3.   

 City Manager Borchert announced on December 1, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. before the regularly 

scheduled meeting of the City Council, the Joint TIF Review Board will meet for their annual meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT  
 

10.  Alderman Hipskind moved to adjourn the meeting. Aldermen Szczepaniak seconded.  Voice 

Vote.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned 10:44 p.m.      

                    
                            Thomas D. Marcucci, Mayor  
 
                                                 
Patty Spencer, City Clerk 
 
 
 


