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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 

HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2008 
209 NORTH YORK STREET 

ELMHURST, ILLINOIS  
 
CALL TO ORDER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL       Attendance:  40 
 

1.  The Regular Meeting of the Elmhurst City Council was called to order by Mayor Marcucci at 

7:32 p.m.   

 Present: Michael J. Regan, Diane Gutenkauf, Norman Leader, Pat Shea, Michael Bram, Susan J. 
Rose, John Gow, Stephen Hipskind, Moira Moriarty, Chris Nybo, George Szczepaniak, 
Steve Morley, Donna Lomnicki, Mark A. Mulliner 

 
 Absent:  None. 
 
Also in Attendance: City Treasurer Pigoni, City Attorney Kubiesa, City Manager Borchert, Director of 

Finance and Administration Gaston, Fire Chief Kopp, Deputy Fire Chief Bacidore, 
PZED Director Said  

 

RECEIPT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS FRO M THE PUBLIC   
 

2. Mr. Thomas P. Coffey, CEO of the Haymarket Group and consultant to Elmhurst Memorial 
Hospital submitted a letter providing a brief update regarding Parking, Flood Prevention and the 
Lexington Street Entrance as they relate to the Elmhurst Hospital new campus construction. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM   

3. Joann Callahan 
 130 Larch Ave. 
 Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 

Spoke on behalf of the Larch St. neighbors, expressing their disappointment with the City for 
removing trees on the southern portion of Larch to add more public parking.  She asked for this 
action to be reconsidered. 
 
Todd Benson 
391 River Glenn 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Thanked Aldermen Shea, Rose, Gow, Bram, Leader, City Manager Borchert and Senator Cronin 
regarding the north York project that was to be put on hold until March.  After some 
conversation, the project will be underway.  He also stated there are parts of Elmhurst that are 
not in the Spring Road Business District or the City Centre and need to be promoted.  He 
encouraged everyone to get involved with the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and volunteer. 
 
Darlene Heslop 
200 N. Michigan #227 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke regarding the parking spots for the YMCA and public parking.  She gave suggestions for a 
compromise solution for all involved. 
 
Katie Muno 
134 N. Larch Ave. 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke regarding the parking at the south end of Larch that will be implemented soon.  She asked 
Council to try to find a compromise. 
 
Tom Coffey 
54 W. Hubbard 
Chicago, IL  60654 
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Stated he is a consultant for Elmhurst Memorial Hospital as a community advisor.  He spoke on 
the comments made by Mr. Daniel Cuszack at the last Council meeting and updated Council on 
Parking, Flood Prevention and the Lexington Street Entrance as they relate to the Elmhurst 
Hospital new campus construction.  Mr. Coffey wanted to assure the neighbors that the hospital 
will be working with the neighborhood committee. 
 
Barb Spiller 
150 Larch Ave. 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Spoke regarding the parking spaces on Larch and the safety issue. 
 
 Susan May 

122 Larch Ave.  
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke regarding the additional parking spaces and the traffic.  She asked for this decision to be 
reconsidered. 
 
Dan Melesio 
149 Larch Ave. 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke regarding the parking spaces on Larch.  He suggested a cul de sac solution. 
 
Robert Kuln 
111 N. Larch #402 
Elmhurst, IL  60126 
 
Spoke regarding the parking spaces at the end of Larch.  He asked Council to reconsider the 
plans. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

4. The following items on the Consent Agenda were presented:  
 

a. MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008 (City Clerk 
Spencer): Approve as published 

 
b. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – OCTOBER 31, 2008 TOTAL $ 1,162,514.12 
 
c. REPORT – AMENDMENT TO SNOW REMOVAL ORDINANCE The following report of the 

Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented: 
 
October 27, 2008 

 
TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Amendment to Snow Removal Ordinance 
 
On Monday, October 27, 2008 the Public Works and Buildings Committee met to review an 
amendment to the Snow Removal Ordinance.   
 
Section 5.30 of the City Code requires property owners/tenants to remove snow and ice from public 
sidewalks adjacent to office, retail, commercial and parking uses.  Currently this ordinance applies 
only to such uses in the C4 and C2 Zoning Districts.  In that the C4A Zoning District has uses in a 
pedestrian environment very similar to those of the C4 district, it makes sense for the Snow Removal 
Ordinance to apply to the C4A District. 
 
The Snow Removal Ordinance benefits the patrons of the businesses as well as the general public in 
pedestrian oriented commercial zoning districts.  It also benefits the City in its defense of slip and 
fall claims alleged to have occurred on City sidewalks.   
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Therefore, it is the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the City 
Attorney prepare an ordinance and the City Council approve said ordinance to amend Section 5.30 
of the City Code to add the C4A Zoning District. 

  Respectfully submitted, 
Public Works and Building Committee 

 

         /s/  John E. Gow  
                     Chairman  
  /s/  Michael Regan 

      Vice-Chairman    
/us/   Donna Lomnicki 

  /s/   Pat Shea 
 
d. REPORT – FIRE ENGINE PURCHASE The following report of the Public Affairs and Safety 

Committee was presented: 
October 27, 2008 

 
TO:  Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE:  Fire Engine Purchase 
 
The Public Affairs and Safety Committee met on Monday, October 27th, 2008 to discuss the 
purchase of Two (2) Fire Engines. Deputy Fire Chief Bacidore was on hand to answer the 
committee’s questions. The two fire engines were budgeted under the current 2008-2009 budget and 
the fire engines to be replaced are F-3 and F-4. 
 
As discussed at the July 14th Public Affairs and Safety Committee meeting, Request for Proposals 
were requested from two manufacturers for two 2008 1500 GPM Pumping Engines and results are 
listed below. 
 
Emergency One Inc.   $ 885,317.06 
Pierce Manufacturing Inc.   $ 858,572.00 
 
The lowest proposal was received from Pierce Manufacturing Inc. located in Appleton, Wisconsin, 
which met all specifications at a price of $ 858,572.00. Funds have been provided in the FY 
2008/2009 budget under account number 110-4020-422-80-06 in the amount of $ 900,000.00. 
  
It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Affairs and Safety Committee that the City 
Council approve the purchase of Two (2) 2008 1500 GPM Pumping Engines from Pierce 
Manufacturing Inc. of Appleton Wisconsin for $ 858,572.00. It is also the recommendation of the 
Public Affairs and Safety Committee that the City Council authorize the disposal of the old F-3 and 
F-4 by trading in these engines as part of Pierce’s proposal.  
 

       Respectfully submitted,  
       Public Affairs and Safety Committee  
 

       /s/  Mark A. Mulliner 
                 Chairman  
       /s/  Michael Bram 

                     Vice-Chairman 
 /s/  Chris Nybo 
 
e. REPORT – CASE NUMBER 08 P-08/INSITE CONDITIONAL USE (CHASE BANK DRIVE-

THRU) The following report of the Development, Planning and Zoning Committee was presented: 
 
 October 27, 2008 

 
TO: Mayor Marcucci and Members of the City Council 
RE: Case Number 08 P-08/ Insite Conditional Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru) 

Request for Conditional Use Permit for the purpose of constructing and operating a bank 
drive-through, a Conditional Use Permit for two (2) pylon signs and associated variations 
for the height of the pylon signs as well as the area of the wall signs on property 
commonly known as 534-538 W. St Charles Road (PIN # 06-10-211-025). 
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The Development, Planning and Zoning Committee met on October 27, 2008 to review the Zoning 
& Planning Commission report dated October 21, 2008 regarding the subject request.  The 
Committee also reviewed the documents supplied by the applicant, and the transcript of the public 
hearing.  The applicant and contract purchaser, Insite Development Services, is requesting the 
following approvals: 

 
• Conditional Use Permit for the drive through for the proposed bank (Chase). 
• A Conditional Use Permit for two (2) pylon signs.  
• Three (3) wall sign area variations; the Zoning Ordinance allows wall signs up to 25 

square feet in area; the Applicant is requesting two (2) wall signs at 58 square feet each 
(east and west wall signs), and one (1) wall sign at 82.96 square feet. 

 
The requested approvals are for the proposed commercial center located at 534-538 W. St. Charles 
Road.  This center is located on the south side of St. Charles Road between West Avenue and Scott 
Street.  The subject site currently has a commercial building which will be at least partially 
redeveloped into a multi-tenant commercial/retail building; a freestanding bank building with drive-
through lanes is also proposed. 
 
The Committee noted that the proposed signage is appropriate for the development based on its 
orientation to St. Charles Road.  They noted that the wall sign variations are limited to the Chase 
Bank building, and none of the wall signs will face to the south (towards the adjacent residential 
area).  The Committee also closely addressed the proposed drive-through operations, with an 
emphasis on minimizing noise, light and other site impacts onto neighboring residential areas.  The 
site will be screened along its southern edge with solid (board-on-board) wood fencing and 
landscaping. 
 
The Committee emphasized that the proposed bank is a permitted use; the only zoning relief 
is being sought for the drive-through, as well as for the signs.  The proposed development 
complies with all other Zoning Ordinance requirements without other variations or 
conditional uses.  The Police, Fire and Public Works Departments reviewed the proposed 
project and have no objections to the applicant’s request. 
 
The Committee reviewed the applicable factors for conditional uses and variations and concluded 
that the proposed approvals meet these factors; therefore the DPZ Committee supports the requested 
approvals.  Therefore, the Development, Planning and Zoning Committee recommends approval of 
these variation requests.  The City Attorney is hereby directed to prepare the necessary documents 
for City Council approval. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Development, Planning and Zoning 
Committee  

 
       /s/  Susan J. Rose 
                 Chairman 
       /s/  Norman Leader 
             Vice-Chairman 

 /s/  Diane Gutenkauf 
 
f. O-32-2008 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE BY AUCTION OF PERSONAL 

PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF ELMHURST 
 

Ordinance O-32-2008 was presented for passage. 
 
g. MCO-26-2008 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE ELMHURST 

MUNICIPAL CODE (STORMWATER AND FLOODPLAINS) BY ADOPTING WATER 
QUALITY BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
 
Ordinance MCO-26-2008 was presented for passage. 
 

h. ZO-17-2008 – AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A FRONT YARD VARIATION ON THE 
PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 551 SOUTH FAIRVIEW AVENUE (WING) 
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Ordinance ZO-17-2008 was presented for passage. 
 
i. ZO-18-2008 – AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A BANK DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITY ON THE PROPERTY 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 555 SOUTH YORK STREET (NATIONAL CITY BANK)  

 
Ordinance ZO-18-2008 was presented for passage. 

 
j. ZO-19-2008 - AN ORDINANCE GRANTING AREA VARIATIONS FOR THRU WALL SIGNS 

(X-SPORTS FITNESS) 
 

Ordinance ZO-19-2008 was presented for passage. 
 

 Alderman Moriarty pulled item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use 

(Chase Bank Drive-Thru) from the Consent Agenda.   

 Alderman Gutenkauf moved to accept the contents of the Consent Agenda less item 4e. Report – 

Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru) .  Alderman Mulliner 

seconded.  Voice vote unanimous, motion carried.  Alderman Gow moved to approve the contents of the 

Consent Agenda less item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use (Chase Bank 

Drive-Thru) .  Alderman Bram seconded.  Roll call vote: 

Ayes: Gow, Bram, Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Rose, Hipskind, Moriarty, Nybo, 
Szczepaniak, Morley, Lomnicki, Mulliner  

 

Nays: None 
Results:  14 ayes, 0 nays, 0 absent  
               Motion duly carried   

  

 Alderman Rose moved to approve item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional 

Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru).  Alderman Leader seconded. 

 Alderman Rose reviewed item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use 

(Chase Bank Drive-Thru) explaining the requested conditional use permit includes a bank drive-

through, two (2) pylon signs and associated variations for the pylon signs. 

 Alderman Moriarty stated she pulled item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite 

Conditional Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru) to recuse herself from voting on this item as she is an 

employee of Chase Bank. 

 Mayor Marcucci asked City Attorney Kubiesa for his legal opinion on this request. 

 City Attorney Kubiesa stated Alderman Moriarty may vote to abstain but her abstention will 

count toward the majority. 

 Discussion ensued regarding Alderman Moriarty’s decision to recuse herself from the vote. 

 Alderman Morley stated he had some concerns on the height of the signs and needed some 

clarification on the guidelines used as well as safety issues.  He questioned why three (3) issues were 

lumped together. 

 Alderman Rose replied its common practice for all the issues to come in package. 

 Discussion ensued on the size of the sign and the architect’s drawings. 

 Alderman Rose stated this is a good report and the Planning and Zoning Commission (Z&P) is in 

favor of it. 

 Alderman Morley moved to remove any reference of pylon signs in item 4e. Report – Case 

Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru) .  Alderman Lomnicki seconded. 
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 Discussion ensued. 

 Alderman Morley called for a point of order on the motion. 

 Discussion ensued. 

 Roll call vote to remove any reference of pylon signs in item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-

08/Insite Conditional Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru): 

Ayes: Morley, Lomnicki  
 

Nays: Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Bram, Rose, Gow, Hipskind, Nybo, Szczepaniak, 
Mulliner 

 

        Abstain:   Moriarty 
Results:  2 ayes, 12 nays, 0 absent  
                       Motion failed   

 
 Alderman Nybo moved to send item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional 

Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru) back to committee.  Alderman Bram seconded. 

 Discussion ensued regarding the committee’s and commission’s roles in sending back item 4e. 

Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru).  

 Alderman Rose suggested Council look at the City’s sign ordinance. 

 City Attorney Kubiesa stated if item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional 

Use (Chase Bank Drive-Thru) is returned to the P&Z Commission another public hearing will need to 

be held.   

 Discussion ensued. 

 Roll call vote to send item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use (Chase 

Bank Drive-Thru)  back to committee: 

Ayes: Nybo, Morley, Lomnicki  
 

Nays: Bram, Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Rose, Gow, Hipskind, Szczepaniak, Mulliner 
 

        Abstain:   Moriarty 
Results:  3 ayes, 11 nays, 0 absent  
                       Motion failed   

 
 Roll call vote to approve item 4e. Report – Case Number 08 P-08/Insite Conditional Use 

(Chase Bank Drive-Thru): 

Ayes: Rose, Leader, Regan, Gutenkauf, Shea, Bram, Gow, Hipskind, Nybo, Szczepaniak, 
Mulliner 

 

Nays: Morley, Lomnicki  
 

        Abstain:   Moriarty 
Results:  12 ayes, 2 nays, 0 absent  
                       Motion carried 

 
REPORTS AND RECOMENDATIONS OF APPOINTED AND ELECTED  OFFICIALS  
 

5. a.  UPDATES (Mayor Marcucci) 

 Alderman Regan stated a point was well taken by the Larch St. neighbors who spoke tonight 

regarding the City putting additional parking and removing trees without notice to the residents.  

Alderman Regan recommended City Manager Borchert have the City staff bring to committee some of 

the ideas that were mentioned tonight by the residents before going further on the project. 

 City Manager Borchert stated there is time for the committee to review before any bull dozing 

begins. 
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 Alderman Regan recommended a task force be put in place to review signs and signage in the 

City. 

 Alderman Rose stated the Blade Sign Issue is under consideration and the Planning & Zoning 

Commission had it on their October 9th agenda. 

 Mayor Marcucci referred to the memo he put out to the Council announcing he was creating a 

Blue Ribbon Committee “a bicycle task force.”  He stated this is the Mayor’s task force that will exist 

while he is still in office (5 months).  Mayor Marcucci stated he would like to have representation from 

the Elmhurst Park District, Elmhurst Public Library, Elmhurst Public & Private Schools, Elmhurst 

Memorial Hospital, Elmhurst City Centre and Elmhurst Chamber of Commerce.  Any resident can apply 

through the City website.  He stated he is thinking the task force will consist of about twenty-five (25) 

members and he will appoint a chairman. 

 Alderman Rose stated she strongly supports this blue ribbon committee. 

b. STATUS OF FIRE STATION #2 CONSTRUCTION (City Manager Borchert) 
 
City Manager Borchert  updated Council on the status of Fire Station #2 construction activity.  

He stated the pile driving to be finished very soon.  The project is on schedule.  The projected 

completion date is August 2009.  The City Manager stated the re-bid of the steel has brought a savings 

of which will be applied to the contingency of the project.  McHugh Construction has brought added 

value of knowledge in this savings. 

City Manager Borchert wanted to advise Council, particularly the Public Works and Buildings 

Committee who serve as the City’s Stormwater Oversight Committee, that per correspondence dated 

October 28, 2008, the Park Board has indicated they are opposed to water ponding in the sand volleyball 

court.  The City will have to put water detention on the sight that the City has leased 7/10 acre ft. in 

storage ½ ft. to go through variation. 

Alderman Morley asked the City Manager what kind of fee would the City be looking at for 

water retention? 

City Manager Borchert replied the 7/10 acre ft. requires putting an oversize sewer. 

Alderman Gutenkauf asked if the City has explored other alternatives? 

City Manager Borchert replied to apply for the fee the water retention must be on the sight. 

Discussion ensued. 

Alderman Szczepaniak asked for the status of keeping the old Fire Station #2 building by the 

Elmhurst Park District. 

City Manager stated he has talked to Mr. Grodsky and the Park Board is evaluating it. 

Discussion ensued. 

    
c. STATUS OF 2008/09 BUDGET AND 3% FENCE OF SPENDING CUTS (City Manager 

Borchert) 
  

 City Manager Borchert reported on the 3% Fence of spending cuts which totals $1.28 million.  

He stated this will be achieved by curtailing services; providing only core services. 
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The curtailing comes in cutting part time labor, over time (limited to emergency response), 

eliminating the employee recognition dinner, elimination of the Citizen’s Police Academy, eliminating 

public education programs and curtailing travel and conference attendance.  City Manager Borchert said 

the largest reduction will be in labor; vacant positions will not be filled.  He stated City staff is watching 

their expenditures and curtailing their expenses. 

Alderman Mulliner asked if the support provided by the Elmhurst Police Department for the 

Obama Rally in Grant Park will be paid for. 

City Manager Borchert replied yes, a reimbursement plan is in place. 

The City Manager reported that the City received a federal grant for the Butterfield and Commonwealth 

Rd. Project, putting Elmhurst at the #1 Status.  The project, scheduled to begin in 2011 will be funded 

70% by the grant.  

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

6. None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

7. Alderman Rose announced that there will be a memorial tree dedication ceremony for former 

Alderman, Vicki Southcombe this Friday at 4:00 p.m. in Crestview Park. 

 City Clerk Spencer stated she was pleased to announce that Early Voting concluded on 

Thursday, October 30, 2008.  It was very successful, over approximately 5,000 people came to City Hall 

to vote early.  It was a great service to the communities around us and for Elmhurst residents.  City 

Clerk Spencer thanked City staff and Deputy City Clerk Erin Van De Walle for working with the 

County to make everything run smoothly.  

 Mayor Marcucci stated a nice job was done by the Clerk’s Office.  There were some issues with 

parking, due to construction, and pollsters but overall people like Early Voting, many citizen’s took 

advantage of the convenience of Early Voting and there was a lot of camaraderie.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

8. Executive session was called to order at 9:50 p.m. by Mayor Marcucci for the purpose of 
discussing Personnel, Land Acquisition and Sale of Land. 
 
Present: Diane Gutenkauf, Norman Leader, Pat Shea, Michael Bram, John Gow, Moira Moriarty, Chris 

Nybo, George Szczepaniak, Steve Morley, Donna Lomnicki, Mark A. Mulliner 
 
Absent: Michael J. Regan (present for motion made at 9:40 p.m.), Susan Rose (arrived at 9:55 p.m.), 

Stephen Hipskind  

Also in attendance: City Treasurer Pigoni, City Attorney Kubiesa, City Manager Borchert, Finance 
Director Gaston, PZED Director Said, Real Estate  Consultant Van Slyke 

Alderman Mulliner moved to convene into executive session for the purpose of discussing 
Personnel, Land Acquisition and Sale of Land.  Alderman Lomnicki seconded.  Roll call vote: 

Ayes: Mulliner, Lomnicki, Regan, Gutenkauf, Leader, Shea, Bram, Rose, Gow, Moriarty, 
Nybo, Szczepaniak, Morley 

 

Nays: None      
 13 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent 

         Motion duly carried 
 
Alderman Szczepaniak moved to adjourn executive session.  Alderman Morley seconded.  Voice vote.  
Motion carried.  Executive session adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 
 

 



Minutes of the City Council  
Monday, November 3, 2008 

Page 9 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 

9.  Alderman Morley moved to adjourn the meeting. Aldermen Bram seconded.  Voice Vote.  

Motion carried. Meeting adjourned 9:40 p.m.      

                    
                            Thomas D. Marcucci, Mayor  
 
                                                 
Patty Spencer, City Clerk 
 
 
 


