
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 

HELD ON MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2013 

209 NORTH YORK STREET 

ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL                      Attendance:   80 
 

1.  The Regular Meeting of the Elmhurst City Council was called to order by Acting Mayor Levin at 7:34 

p.m.      

 Present: Paula Pezza, Diane Gutenkauf, Norm Leader, Bob Dunn, Michael J. Bram, Dannee 

Polomsky, Kevin L. York, Stephen Hipskind (arrived at 8:15 p.m.), Scott Levin, Jim 

Kennedy, Steve Morley, Patrick Wagner, Mark A. Mulliner 
 

 Absent:   Chris Healy  
 

Also in Attendance:  City Treasurer Dyer, City Attorney Storino, City Manager Grabowski, Assistant City 

Manager Kopp, Director of Finance & Administration Gaston, Director of Public Works Hughes, Fire 

Chief Bacidore, Police Chief Ruth, Museum Director Bergheger, Deputy Police Chief Panico, Police 

Commander Tannehill, Deputy Police Chief Kveton, Deputy Fire Chief Anaszewicz, Water/Wastewater 

Superintendent Rosenwinkel, Water/Wastewater Manager Smith, Library Director Campe 

  

SWEARING-IN OF POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL – DEPUTY CHIEF JAMES KVETON AND 

COMMANDER ROBERT TANNEHILL 
 

2. Acting Mayor Levin asked Police Chief Ruth, along with Interim-Commander Robert Tannehill and 

Interim-Deputy Police Chief James Kveton to join him at the podium to be sworn-in. 

 Acting Mayor Levin and City Council congratulated Commander Tannehill and Deputy Police Chief 

Kveton. 

 Police Chief Ruth congratulated Deputy Chief Kveton and Commander Tannehill.  He recognized 

former Police Chief Neubauer, former Deputy Chief Doherty, former Deputy Chief Buenz and former 

Commander Lucchini and the current police officers, who were present, stating that the Police 

Department has brave men and women who serve at the highest level 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

   

RECEIPT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

3. None. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

4.   Claude Pagacz 

 566 W. Gladys 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Commented on the Public Hearing held on February 28, 2013 and asked who is Addison LLC.  He 

also asked why the School District and the Park District pay $2.84 per cubic meter when I pay $1.90 

per cubic meter for water. 

 

 Elaine Fleming 

 188 N. Addison Ave. 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Stated the Library needs to raise awareness for M-rated video games with policy and procedures. 

 

 Judy Fuchsen 

 320 N. York 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
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 As an owner of Al’s Hobby Shop, she stated she is against six stories for the Addison Street project.  

She asked where are the loading docks for the first floor retail. 

 

 John Dulles 

 128 W. Addison 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Commented on the Public Hearing held on February 28, 2013, stating he opposed behind the scene 

deals, stating it should be in the open. 

 

 Liz Widmaier 

 908 Saylor 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Asked the Council to adhere to the Attorney General’s Office and also release the verbatim 

recordings as well. 

 

 Don Armstrong 

 210 N. Addison 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Thanked Alderman Pezza for bringing the meetings to the attention of the Attorney General’s 

Office and asked the Council to comply fully. 

 

 Tamara Brenner 

 137 N. Caroline Avenue 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Asked the Council to comply fully with the Attorney General’s Office decision to release the 

minutes and the verbatim recordings.  She stated even though it’s an advisory opinion only and the 

Council is not legally compelled to reply, she asked Council to comply because it’s the right thing to 

do.  She commented on the Public Hearing held on February 28, 2013 as it relates to the release of 

the minutes and recordings.  She stated in her opinion, the upcoming zoning hearing be heard and 

remain open until the Attorney General’s ruling issue is resolved.  She stated independent counsel 

should be retained. 

 

 David Pezza 

 275 Cottage Hill 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Spoke of the February 28, 2013 zoning hearing.  He commented on the loss of public parking and 

stated with the 6 stories, it is an increase in dollars for the developer.  He also stated many various 

issues were not addressed.  He thanked Alderman Pezza for acting on what she thought was wrong. 

 

 Terry Pastica 

 182 N. York 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Spoke of the processes of the Addison Street project and the discussions that have taken place not 

in public.  She asked the Council to release all Executive Session minutes since 2008 and ask for a 

motion stating any Council member who participated in those discussions recuse themselves from 

this project. 

  

 Jan Dorner 

 585 S. Prospect 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Asked the Council to follow through on what had previously been requested by the Attorney 

General, release of the verbatim tapes. 

 

 Terence Leen 

 707 S. Hillside 
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 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Asked the Council to release the minutes of the September 10th and 17th meetings as the Attorney 

General requested. 

 

 Milt Honel 

 167 E. Jackson 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

 Asked the City Council to release the closed session tapes as the Attorney General requested. 

 

 Kathleen Sullivan 

 133 Pine Street 

 Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

Announced Elmhurst Panhellenic Fashion Show fundraiser will be held on Friday, March 8, 2013 at 

the Wilder Mansion.  For more information see their website at www.elmhurstpanhellenic.org.  

She stated her support for the Southwest Wet Weather Control Facility and asked the Council to 

release the closed session tapes. 

 

Susan Smentek 

196 N. Larch 

Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 

Spoke against the 68 foot building and said it will be closer to 78 feet in height.  She stated the plan 

does not enhance the downtown.  She asked the Council to release the closed session tapes. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

5. Clerk Spencer announced Tuesday, March 12, 2013 is the last day to register to vote or transfer 

registration in person at Elmhurst City Hall in order to be able to vote on April 9, 2013.  Grace Period 

Registration is available only at the DuPage Election Commission Office, March 13th through April 6th.  

During the grace period,  an individual may register to vote or transfer their registration and must vote 

at the same time. 

 Early Voting will be held at Elmhurst City Hall for the April 9th Consolidated Election in Council 

Chambers March 25th through April 5th, Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Registered 

voters from Elmhurst may vote at any Early Voting location in DuPage County.  Additional voting 

locations and their hours are listed on the City of Elmhurst website and the DuPage County Election 

Commission website. 

 Alderman Polomsky announced on Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. at the Elmhurst 

Library there will be a presentation “Healthy Home, Healthy Wallet, Healthy Planet:  Making Your 

Home Energy Efficient.” 

 Alderman Polomsky read a memo from a Cool Cities publication suggesting uses for old refuse 

containers.  She stated bins and containers will be collected March 15th through April 15th at Beren’s 

Park, City Hall, and York Commons. 

 Alderman Dunn announced a conference on Residential Recycling will be held March 19 – 21, 2013 

at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare.  The cost is $99.00. 

 Alderman Gutenkauf announced on March 23, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  a workshop on 

the Emerald Ash Borer will be held at The Growing Place, Montgomery, IL. 

 Acting Mayor Levin announced the St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 9, 2013 

at noon on Spring Road.  
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CONSENT AGENDA  
 

6. The following items on the Consent Agenda were presented: 

 

a. MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013 (City Clerk Spencer): 

Approve as published 

 

b. MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013 (City Clerk 

Spencer): Approve and place on file 

 

c.  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – FEBRUARY 28, 2013 TOTAL $ 1,394,247.33 

 

d. 2013 ELMHURST FARMER’S MARKET (City Manager Grabowski):  Refer to the Public Affairs & Safety 

Committee  

February 28, 2013 
 

To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: 2013 Elmhurst Farmer’s Market  
 

It is respectfully requested that the attached request from the York and Vallette Business 

Association, to hold the 2013 Farmer’s Market every Wednesday from June 5 – October 25, 2013, 

be referred to the Public Affairs & Safety Committee for review and recommendation back to the 

City Council. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  James A. Grabowski  

                            City Manager 

 

e.  LIQUOR LICENSE REQUEST – MARIANO’S  (City Manager Grabowski):  Refer to the Public Affairs & 

Safety Committee 

February 28, 2013 
 

To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: Liquor License Request – Mariano’s   
 

It is respectfully requested that the attached request from Roundy’s Illinois LLC, to obtain a liquor 

license in a new classification to be created for their unique business plan, be referred to the Public 

Affairs & Safety Committee for review and recommendation back to the City Council. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  James A. Grabowski  

                            City Manager 

 

f.  MEETING ATTENDANCE VIA ELECTRONIC MEANS – ALDERMEN BRAM & PEZZA (City Manager 

Grabowski):  Refer to the Finance, Council Affairs & Administrative Services Committee 
 

February 28, 2013 
 

To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: Meeting Attendance Via Electronic Means – Aldermen Bram & Pezza  
 

It is respectfully requested that the attached request from the Aldermen Bram and Pezza, to review 

the appropriate use for attending Council and Committee Meeting via electronic means and the 

procedures associated therewith, be referred to the Finance, Council Affairs & Administrative 

Services Committee for review and recommendation back to the City Council. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  James A. Grabowski  

                            City Manager 

 

g.  REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION ON TIF DISTRICTS – ALDERMEN HEALY, POLOMSKY, AND YORK (City 

Manager Grabowski): Refer to the Committee of the Whole 
 

February 28, 2013 
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 To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

 Re: Request for Presentation on TIF Districts – Aldermen Healy, Polomsky, & York 
 

It is respectfully requested that the attached request from the Aldermen Healy, Polomsky and York, 

to have a presentation on the history and current ‘life-cycle’ status of each TIF District; addressing 

reasonable scenarios with financial analysis and impact, be referred to the Committee of the Whole 

for review and recommendation back to the City Council. 
   

 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  James A. Grabowski  

                            City Manager 

 

h.  TRAFFIC CONTROL ON EMROY AVENUE – ALDERMAN POLOMSKY (City Manager Grabowski):  Refer 

to the Public Affairs & Safety Committee  

March 1, 2013 
 

To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: Traffic Control on Emroy Avenue – Alderman Polomsky 
 

It is respectfully requested that the attached request from Alderman Polomsky, to install a 4-way 

stop at the intersection of Emroy Ave. and Frontage Rd., be referred to the Public Affairs & Safety 

Committee for review and recommendation back to the City Council. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/  James A. Grabowski  

                            City Manager 

 

i.  REPORT – 2013-2015 CONTRACT TURF AND LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE The following report of the 

Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented for passage: 
 

February 25, 2013  
 

To:   Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re:  2013-2015 Contract Turf and Landscape Maintenance  
 

The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Monday, February 25, 2013, to discuss bids 

received for the 2013-2015 Contract Turf and Landscape Maintenance. 

 

Bids were received from three area contractors who specialize in turf and landscaping 

maintenance.  The three accepted proposals are summarized below: 

 

      2013      2014      2015      Total 

Alaniz Landscape Group $43,732.00 $43,732.00 $43,732.00 $131,196.00 

Green Horizon, Inc $61,808.00 $61,808.00 $61,808.00 $185,424.00 

Clauss Brothers $68,755.00 $68,755.00 $69,142.00 $206,652.00 

 

The contract specifies mowing and trimming to occur for an estimated twenty-six (26), weekly 

"close cut" mowing cycles at fifty (51) sites (approx. 25 acres), and thirteen (13), twice monthly 

"rough cut" mowing cycles at fifty-three (53) sites (approx. 28 acres).  String trimming consists of 

twice annually trimming and herbicide application of thirteen (13) sites.  Landscape bed 

maintenance requires weeding, edging and mulch application at thirty-two (31) sites.  Additionally, 

fertilization and broadleaf weed control applications for six (6) sites were added to this contract.    

 

The low bid from Alaniz Landscape Group, of Elgin Illinois, met all bid specifications. Alaniz 

Landscape Group was the previous contractor for this project (City of Elmhurst 2010-2012 Contract 

Turf and Landscape Maintenance), as well as submitting several additional work references of 

similar size and scope. Staff checked these references and found them to be satisfactory.  

 

Funds have been provided in the 2013 General Fund, account number 110-6043-434-30-34, in the 

amount of $70,000 pending budget approval by the City Council for Landscaping Maintenance. 
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It is, therefore the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the bids 

submitted by Alaniz Landscape Group in the amount of $43,732.00 for 2013, $43,732.00 for 2014, 

and $43,732.00 for 2015, for a total of $131,196.00 be accepted and that the City Attorney prepare 

the appropriate resolution. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

Public Works and Building Committee 

         /s/  Jim Kennedy  

                     Chairman  

  /s/  Bob Dunn 

      Vice-Chairman    

/s/   Chris Healy 

  /s/   Diane Gutenkauf 

 

j.   REPORT – 2013-2015 CUSTODIAL SERVICES  The following report of the Public Works and Buildings 

Committee was presented for passage: 
 

         February 25, 2013 
 

 To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

 Re:  2013-2015 Custodial Services  
 

The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Monday, February 25, 2013, to discuss 

proposals received for providing custodial services at eight (8) Municipal Buildings. Included in the 

proposals submitted by five area commercial cleaning and maintenance companies was the 

monthly price for custodial services for the next three years.  

 

The proposals include cleaning six days a week at the Police Station, five days a week at City Hall, 

the Public Works Garage and the Metra Station, three days a week at the Waste Water Treatment 

Plant (two buildings), two days a week at the Elmhurst Historical Museum, and one day a week at 

the Historical Museum’s Education Center.  Cleaning will be done to all lobby and stairway areas, 

general and private offices, conference rooms, lunch rooms, and washrooms.  A bid tally is 

attached. 

 

The low bidder for the provision of custodial services is Best Quality Cleaning of Franklin Park. The 

total monthly amount for the cleaning of the municipal buildings is $5,418 for year 1, $5,418 for 

year 2, and $5,418 for year 3.  Best Quality is the contractor that currently provides custodial 

services for the City of Elmhurst and has since May of 2001.  Best Quality provides service in a 

satisfactory manner. 

 

Monies are provided for in the FY 2013 Budget, General Fund, for custodial services under Account 

Number 110-6046-418-3014 in the amount of $48,000 (8 months) and in the Municipal Utility Fund 

under Account Number 510-6057-502-3014 in the amount of $2,700 (8 months), pending budget 

approval by the City Council. 

 

It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that the 

proposal for a 3 year contract from Best Quality Cleaning, Inc., for custodial maintenance at the 

eight Municipal Buildings in the monthly amounts of $5,418 for the first year, $5,418 for the second 

year, and $5,418 for the third year, be accepted and that the City Attorney be directed to prepare 

the appropriate resolutions. 
 

  Respectfully submitted, 

Public Works and Building Committee 

         /s/  Jim Kennedy  

                     Chairman  

  /s/  Bob Dunn 

      Vice-Chairman    

/s/   Chris Healy 

  /s/   Diane Gutenkauf 
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k.  REPORT – FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION REVISION FOR INDUSTRIAL DRIVE AND OTHER VARIOUS 

ROADWAYS The following report of the Public Works and Buildings Committee was presented for 

passage: 

February 25, 2013 
 

To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: Functional Classification Revision for Industrial Drive and other Various Roadways 
 

The Public Works and Buildings Committee met on Monday, February 25, 2013 to discuss changing 

the functional classification for Industrial Drive, Larch Avenue, Wrightwood Avenue, Diversey 

Avenue and Spangler Avenue.   

 

The current roadways are classified by the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Chicago 

Metropolitan Agency for Planning as “local roads”.  The new roadway classification would be 

“collector – urban”.  The land use in this area is industrial/commercial with 75+ businesses adjacent 

to the route.  There is significant traffic from the neighborhood, I290, Lake Street, Grand Avenue 

and York Street to the industrial/commercial area.  In addition, a large grocery store is under 

construction at Industrial Drive and York Street which will draw significant residential traffic from 

the neighborhood to the east, Elmhurst in general and adjacent communities. 

 

The City Council must approve the change to the functional classification in order for staff to 

request that the DuPage Council of Mayors to recommend approval of the addition of the 

roadways to the Federal Aid Urban (FAU) system.  Including the roadways in the FAU system will 

allow City staff to apply for federal funding for assistance in maintenance and/or reconstruction.  

The roadways are deteriorating and in need of reconstruction in the near future. 

 

The following roadways in the Industrial area would be designated as urban collectors (see 

attached map): 

 

● Industrial Drive: Grand Avenue to York Street 

● Larch Avenue: Industrial Drive to Spangler Avenue 

● Larch Avenue: Diversey Avenue to Wrightwood Avenue 

● Wrightwood Avenue: Industrial Drive to Larch Avenue 

● Diversey Avenue: Industrial Drive to Larch Avenue 

● Spangler Avenue: Industrial Drive to Larch Avenue 

 

It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Works and Buildings Committee that roadways 

as outlined above be classified as collectors - urban and that the City attorney be authorized to 

prepare the appropriate resolution to authorize this change. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

Public Works and Building Committee 

         /s/  Jim Kennedy  

                     Chairman  

  /s/  Bob Dunn 

      Vice-Chairman    

/s/   Chris Healy 

        /s/   Diane Gutenkauf 

 

l.   REPORT – SPRING ROAD PET AND BIKE PARADE  The following report of the Public Affairs and 

Safety Committee was presented for passage: 
 

February 25, 2013 
 

 To:  Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re:  2013 Spring Road Pet and Bike Parade 
 

The Public Affairs and Safety Committee met on February 25, 2013 to discuss the request from the 

Spring Road Business Association and the Elmhurst Chamber of Commerce and Industry to hold the 

25th Annual Pet and Bike Parade on Saturday, May 18, 2013.   Representatives from the Spring Road 

Business Association and the Chamber of Commerce were available to answer the Committee’s 
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questions. 

 

The parade will commence at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 18, 2013, at Spring Road and Vallette 

Street, progressing north on Spring Road to end at the Canadian National railroad tracks in the 

parking lot of the Silverado Grill.  The duration of the parade is approximately 45 minutes. 

 

Proof of insurance will be provided to and approved by the City Attorney prior to the event. 

 

All layout/staging plans and operational parameters will be finalized only after ongoing 

consultation and discussion with the approval of the Elmhurst Police, Fire and Public Works 

Departments. 

 

It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Affairs and Safety Committee that the City 

Council approve the Spring Road Association and the Elmhurst Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry’s request to hold the 25th Annual Pet and Bike Parade on Saturday, May 18, 2013, 

commencing at 1:00 p.m., lasting approximately 45 minutes and authorize the City Attorney be 

authorized to prepare the necessary documents for City Council approval. 
 

       Respectfully submitted,  

       Public Affairs and Safety Committee  

       /s/  Patrick Wagner 

                 Chairman  

        /s/  Paula Pezza 

              Vice-Chairman 

          /s/ Michael J. Bram 

 

m.  REPORT – ANNIE RYAN FUN RUN 2013 The following report of the Public Affairs and Safety 

Committee was presented for passage:  

February 25, 2013 
 

To:   Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re:  Annie Ryan Fun Run 2013 
 

The Public Affairs and Safety Committee met on February 25, 2013 to discuss the request from the 

Annie Ryan Fun Run committee to host the 14th Annual Annie Ryan 5K Run/Walk and 1-mile dash 

on Sunday, May 19, 2013.  A representative from the Annie Ryan Fun Run committee was available 

to answer the Committee’s questions. 

 

The race will begin at 9:00 a.m. Arlington and South Avenues.   Traffic Control will be provided at 

the following intersections for the estimated times shown: 

 

Route: East on South Street from York to Poplar, Poplar south to Crescent, Crescent east to Cedar, 

Cedar north to Vallette, Vallette east to Berkeley Fire Station, Prairie Path west to Wild Meadows 

Trace, ending at Train Depot.  All streets on this route will be closed.  York will remain open.  Poplar 

and South from 8:45 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.  Poplar and Vallette from 9:00 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. 

 

Proof of insurance will be provided to and approved by the City Attorney prior to event. 

 

It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Public Affairs and Safety Committee that the City 

Council approve the request from the Annie Ryan Fun Run committee to hold the 14th Annual 

Annie Ryan 5K Run/Walk and 1-mile dash on Sunday, May 19, 2013, commencing at 9:00 a.m. and 

authorize the City Attorney to prepare the necessary documents for City Council approval. 
 

       Respectfully submitted,  

       Public Affairs and Safety Committee  

       /s/  Patrick Wagner 

                 Chairman  

        /s/  Paula Pezza 

              Vice-Chairman 

          /s/ Michael J. Bram 
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n.  REPORT – 2013 COMPENSATION STUDY  The following report of the Finance, Council Affairs and 

Administrative Services Committee was presented for passage: 
 

February 26, 2013 
 

To:  Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: 2013 Compensation Study 
 

The Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services Committee met February 25, 2013, to 

review staff recommendation on the consultant for the compensation study. 

  

The City is committed to a sound compensation system, and with that goal in mind, it is necessary 

to evaluate the current compensation plan by conducting a study.  It is good business practice and 

advisable for organizations to periodically conduct a comprehensive compensation system 

assessment. It has been nine years since the last review of the City’s compensation system.  Since 

then, the City has maintained the adopted compensation system and utilized Maximus, Inc. to 

provide job evaluation support for the City’s non-union employee positions. 

 

The purpose of the current study is to ensure both internal and external equity of compensation 

and benefits for the City’s non-union positions, address any pay inequity issues identified, align the 

compensation system with the desired total compensation strategy for the City of Elmhurst 

operations, and provide a legally-compliant pay system. The study will consist of the following 

general components: Orientation, Comprehensive Compensation System Review, and Market 

Pricing and Job Evaluation. 

 

The City issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) in October 2012, to conduct a compensation study for 

the City’s non-union employee positions.  The RFP was sent to sixteen consulting firms, selected for 

their experience in performing similar compensation work. Eight firms responded with proposals 

and five firms were interviewed.   

 

The Archer Company (City’s current vendor)   $24,500 

Fox Lawson & Assoc.                                 $51,660 

Public Sector Personnel Consultants    $46,550 

Pontifex Consulting Group, LLC & Reward Systems, Inc. $56,500 

Waters Consulting Group, Inc.    $52,900 

         

The lowest cost respondent is the City’s current vendor, The Archer Company, however they are 

not recommended for this study.  The City requires an independent, comprehensive assessment of 

the entire compensation system.  By their own admission, The Archer Company could not be in a 

position to objectively assess their own system, nor are they best equipped to thoroughly address 

total compensation, benefits comparability and private sector pay comparisons.  Also, the Archer 

proprietary system and contract agreement restrictions prohibit the City from customizing the 

system and maintaining the system internally.  

 

After conducting interviews with the remaining four respondents, Pontifex Consulting Group, LLC 

and Reward Systems, Inc., partnering to offer the service, were selected as the best match to the 

criteria established. Dr. Robert Greene of Reward Systems, Inc. is headquartered in Glenview, 

Illinois. Dr. Greene is one of the most experienced and well-respected individuals in the 

compensation profession.  He possesses extensive field experience and has been a primary 

contributor to the training materials used by the World at Work (formerly, the American 

Compensation Association), and the International Compensation Association.  Additionally, he is an 

adjunct faculty member of DePaul University, and a senior compensation advisory professional to 

the Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM).  He has worked for over 30 years with 

several large compensation consulting firms, providing compensation consultation to public and 

private sector organizations.  His public sector experience includes support at the Federal, state 

and local government levels. 

 

The partnership is balanced with a seasoned practitioner, Peter Ronza, who has spent his career of 

over twenty five years, as a Compensation Manager and Senior Compensation Consultant with a 

large compensation consulting firm, predominantly working in the public sector at the state, 
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university, county and local government level.  Both project leaders possess the Certified 

Compensation Professional (CCP) Certification from the World at Work. 

 

The selected firms’ references provided very complimentary reviews of work performed in their 

respective organizations, and many of the same issues that Elmhurst is seeking to analyze, were 

addressed in the studies conducted. 

 

The approach presented by the partnership of Pontifex Consulting Group, LLC and Reward Systems, 

Inc. most closely aligns with the current needs of the City of Elmhurst, in the comprehensive review 

of its compensation system. Among the competitor firms, this proposer provides the highest value 

proposition for the City. 

 

After discussion, it was the consensus of the Finance Committee to recommend approval of the 

Pontifex Consulting Group, LLC and Reward Systems, Inc. proposal to conduct a compensation 

study for the quoted not to exceed fee of $56,500, which is within the budgeted amount of 

$75,000.  

 

It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services 

Committee that the City Council accept the proposal from Pontifex Consulting Group, LLC and 

Reward Systems, Inc. for a compensation study for a fee not to exceed $56,500.  

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

        Finance, Council Affairs and 

        Administrative Services Committee 

        /us/ Stephen Hipskind  

             Chairman 

        /s/ Kevin York 

             Vice-Chairman 

        /s/ Mark Mulliner 

        /s/ Scott Levin 

 

 

o.  REPORT – IMRF ELECTED OFFICIAL PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS The following report of the 

Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services Committee was presented for passage: 
 

February 26, 2013 
 

 To: Acting Mayor Levin and Members of the City Council 

Re: IMRF Elected Official Participation Requirements 
 

The Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services Committee met February 25, 2013, to 

review the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund participation requirements for elected officials. 

 

As the City Council will recall, a resolution was approved in January 2010 updating a 1982 

resolution to provide the opportunity for City of Elmhurst elected officials to elect to participate in 

IMRF under the 1000 hour rule standard of hours worked in a calendar year.  At that time, then 

Mayor DiCianni and City Clerk Spencer elected to participate in IMRF and completed the 

certification required regarding compliance with the 1000 hour rule. 

 

IMRF has now requested documentation of compliance with 1000 hour rule for the City Treasurer 

and City Alderman positions, even though no current alderman or treasurer participates in IMRF 

and, to the best of staff knowledge, no past alderman or treasurer participated in IMRF.   IMRF 

defines the hours of actual work normally required to perform the duties of the office as hours 

spent at meetings, preparing for meetings, in the office, and hours spent actually conferring with 

constituents.  Hours spent on-call or otherwise informally available to constituents do not count 

toward the IMRF hourly standard, nor does time spent traveling to meetings.  Although City of 

Elmhurst elected officials holding the treasurer and alderman positions are dedicated and 

responsible in performance of duties of the position, such performance of duties would need to 

average at least 19.5 hours per week to meet the 1000 hour rule.  
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After discussion, the Finance Committee agreed that the positions of treasurer and alderman do 

not meet the IMRF 1000 hour rule standard of hours worked in a calendar year, and that a 

resolution rescinding qualification for membership in IMRF for the positions of treasurer and 

alderman should be recommended.  It was also the consensus of the Finance Committee that the 

positions of mayor and city clerk should remain qualified for membership in IMRF. 

 

It is, therefore, the recommendation of the Finance, Council Affairs and Administrative Services 

Committee that the City Council direct the City Attorney to prepare a resolution rescinding 

qualification of the positions of City Treasurer and City Alderman for membership in IMRF. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

        Finance, Council Affairs and 

        Administrative Services Committee 

        /us/ Stephen Hipskind  

             Chairman 

        /s/ Kevin York 

             Vice-Chairman 

        /s/ Mark Mulliner 

        /s/ Scott Levin 

 

p. O-14-2013 – AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A NON-

EXCLUSIVE LICENSE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE ELMHURST CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 

INDUSTRY AND THE CITY OF ELMHURST, DUPAGE AND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS (Memorial Day 

Parade)  

 

 Ordinance O-14-2013 was presented for passage. 

 

q.  R-06-2013 – A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE DUPAGE MAYORS AND MANAGERS CONFERENCE 2013 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION PROGRAM 

 

 Ordinance R-06-2013 was presented for passage. 

 

r. R-07-2013 – A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF AN ENGINEERING 

SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ELMHURST AND RJN GROUP, INC. FOR THE 

SOUTHWEST ELMHURST WET WEATHER CONTROL FACILITY FINAL DESIGN PROJECT 

 

 Ordinance R-07-2013 was presented for passage. 

 

s. R-08-2013 – RESOLUTION EXPRESSING OFFICIAL INTENT REGARDING CERTAIN CAPITAL 

EXPENDITURES TO BE REIMBURSED FROM PROCEEDS OF AN OBLIGATION TO BE ISSUED BY THE 

CITY OF ELMHURST, DUPAGE AND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 

 

 Ordinance R-08-2013 was presented for passage. 

 

 Alderman Bram pulled item 6g. Request for Presentation on TIF Districts – Aldermen Healy, 

Polomsky, and York from the Consent Agenda.  

 Alderman Wagner moved to approve the contents of the Consent Agenda less item 6g. Request for 

Presentation on TIF Districts – Aldermen Healy, Polomsky, and York.  Alderman Bram seconded.  Roll 

call vote: 

Ayes:  Wagner, Bram, Polomsky, York, Hipskind, Levin, Kennedy, Morley, Mulliner, Pezza, 

Gutenkauf, Leader, Dunn 

 

Nays:   None 

         Results:  13 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent 

          Motion duly carried 
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 Alderman Polomsky moved to approve item 6g. Request for Presentation on TIF Districts – 

Aldermen Healy, Polomsky, and York.  Alderman York seconded. 

 Alderman Bram stated he pulled item 6g. Request for Presentation on TIF Districts – Aldermen 

Healy, Polomsky, and York to ask why a referral was made for a presentation.  He asked for 

clarification if anything actionable will come from the presentation. 

 Alderman York stated this is a request for a presentation only. 

 Alderman Bram, point of order, asked why was a referral made. 

 Discussion ensued.   

 Voice vote on item 6g. Request for Presentation on TIF Districts – Aldermen Healy, Polomsky, and 

York, unanimous.  Motion carried. 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

a. REPORT – REVIEW 2012 TAX LEVY DUE TO DETERMINATION OF ELMHURST MEMORIAL 

HEALTHCARE CENTER TAX EXEMPT STATUS The following report of the Finance, Council Affairs & 

Administrative Services Committee was presented for passage: 
 

 Alderman York moved to open item 7a. Report – Review 2012 Tax Levy Due to Determination of 

Elmhurst Memorial Healthcare Center Tax Exempt Status for discussion.  Alderman Mulliner 

seconded. 

Alderman Hipskind stated he was not to present to sign item 7a. Report – Review 2012 Tax Levy 

Due to Determination of Elmhurst Memorial Healthcare Center Tax Exempt Status but he supports 

the report. 

 Alderman York reviewed item 7a. Report – Review 2012 Tax Levy Due to Determination of 

Elmhurst Memorial Healthcare Center Tax Exempt Status and asked for support for the report and 

approval of the ordinance.  

 Roll call vote on item 7a. Report – Review 2012 Tax Levy Due to Determination of Elmhurst 

Memorial Healthcare Center Tax Exempt Status: 

 Ayes: York, Mulliner, Pezza, Gutenkauf, Leader, Dunn, Bram, Polomsky, Hipskind, Levin, Kennedy, 

Morley, Wagner 

 Nays: None 

         Results:  13 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent 

                   Motion duly carried 

 

REPORTS AND RECOMENDATIONS OF APPOINTED AND ELECTED OFFICIALS 

8.  a. ACTING MAYOR LEVIN – PUBLIC ACCESS BUREAU ADVISORY, NON-BINDING OPINION 
 

 Acting Mayor Levin stated he would like to speak regarding the Attorney General’s opinion.  He 

stated in October 2012, Alderman Pezza sent a letter to the Illinois Attorney General alleging the City 

Council had violated the Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA) by discussing in two closed sessions topics 

related to the Addison Street project.  The closed sessions at issue were held on September 10th and 

17th, 2012.  Alderman Pezza had voiced her concern to City staff prior to these meetings, but did not 

attend the meetings, herself, to communicate her concerns to the members of the Council. 

 Prior to the closed session meeting on September 10th, the Council was not made aware of the 

reason for Alderman Pezza’s absence; namely that she felt that it would be inappropriate to discuss the 
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Addison LLC project in closed session.  The Council specifically asked the City Attorney to advise 

whether or not discussing the Addison Street project in closed session would in any way violate the 

OMA.  The City Attorney, who was present at the meeting, advised that he had reviewed the issue and 

advised the Council that the issues being discussed would be limited to the sale price for two floors of 

office space, which would be permissible to discuss in closed session under the OMA. 

 The Council proceeded to discuss the limited issue related to the Addison Street project.  

Specifically, the developer wanted the Council to consider a new proposal that would modify the 

existing deal by adding two more floors to the proposed four (4) story building.  The two new floors 

would have office space and ARCO/Murray, the developer, would itself occupy the space.  The issue 

and intended discussion before the Council in closed session was the economics of the proposal.   

 The Council was mindful of the fact that going above four (4) stories would require a zoning relief 

and that an application to do that would have to proceed before the Zoning and Planning Commission. 

This zoning relief was not the reason for the closed session nor was it intended that the relief would be 

discussed.  The Council was keenly aware of its obligations under the Open Meetings Act and 

statements were made by various Council members during the meeting to keep the Council on topic.  

Indeed, the minutes from the two meetings reflect the concern of the Council members.  The minutes 

from the September 17th meeting show that the City Attorney reminded the City Council that he would 

monitor the discussion to let them know if it became inappropriate for executive session. The majority 

of the discussion was a presentation of a proposal that had been received from ARCO/Murray earlier 

that day and the consensus was a sales price could not be discussed until more information was 

obtained. 

 At the second closed session meeting on September 17th, the Council spoke more substantively 

regarding the economics of the developer’s request to purchase 30,000 sq. ft. of office space in the 

Addison Street project.  Once again, the City Council was mindful of its obligation not to take a position 

on the issue of whether the project should be four, five, or six stories.  Indeed, at one point, one of the 

Aldermen questioned whether or not it was appropriate to discuss the economics of a deal with a 

developer when an application for zoning relief had not yet been submitted.  There was discussion 

regarding the developer filing their zoning relief request so that the economic decisions would proceed 

simultaneously with the zoning relief issues, with the understanding that there were no guarantees of 

any zoning relief being granted.  The City Attorney specifically pointed out that previous projects had 

followed the same procedure.  The City Attorney specifically noted the “delicate balance” between the 

two issues and advised that he would strive to keep everyone on topic.  No decisions were made at the 

meeting other than to instruct City staff to continue negotiations with the developer and to advise the 

developer of the need to immediately follow a zoning relief request if it intended to request a building 

taller than four (4) stories in height. 

 Subsequent to the meetings at issue, Alderman Pezza wrote to the Illinois Attorney General to 

express her concern that the requirements of the OMA had not been followed with respect to the two 

meetings in question.  The Attorney General’s Public Access Bureau wrote to the City in November to 

ask for the City’s position on the issue.  Our City’s legal counsel, who are experienced in these types of 

matters, again reviewed the issue and wrote to the Attorney General stating the reasons why the City 
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continued to believe that the issues discussed in closed session were permitted by one or more of the 

statutory exceptions to the general rule that all meetings of public bodies are to be open to the public.  

Specifically, that the subject involved matters “directly to the setting of a price” for the disposition of 

real property.  Acting Mayor Levin stated he was not in his current role at that time, but did review the 

case law and legal authority upon which the City Attorney was relying.  Looking at it as an attorney, he 

did not see the matter as clear cut, but in his opinion the City Attorney’s position was supported by 

legal authority, including a decision of the Illinois Appellate Court.  

On December 5, 2013, the City Attorney responded on behalf of the City to the Attorney General’s 

initial letter, stating the legal authority and reasoning upon which he relied.  Alderman Pezza filed a 

letter in reply.  The Attorney General reviewed the recordings of the meetings and wrote an advisory 

opinion to the City on February 26, 2013, stating that in her opinion, the City Council had improperly 

discussed the Addison Street project in closed session. 

The OMA requires a public body to transact its business in sessions open to the public, with the 

exception of 29 specific topics which a public body may elect to handle in closed session.  For example, 

personnel matters, pending litigation, collective bargaining, purchasing securities, and two upon which 

the City relied for the closed session: 

(5) The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held 

for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.  

(6) The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body. 

As previously mentioned, the City Council relied on the advice of the City Attorney.  City Attorney 

Storino is a highly capable, experienced municipal attorney, who has guided Elmhurst well.  Acting 

Mayor Levin stated as he mentioned previously, there is substantial legal basis for his advice that the 

Council could appropriately discuss the economic issues related to Addison Street in closed session.  

Acting Mayor Levin stated he read some of the Appellate Court decisions upon which the City Attorney 

relied, and it is his opinion that the legal issues with respect to the closed session at issue are hardly 

crystal clear.   

Acting Mayor Levin stated most distressing to him is that the circumstances surrounding the closed 

meetings have caused the very integrity of the City Council to be called into question and actions of 

individual Aldermen to be vilified.  He stated he can personally assure you that not a single Alderman, 

irrespective of his or her position on the closed-meeting issue, had any motivation other than to do 

that which is best for the City.  He continued, stating his fellow Aldermen are bright, hard-working, 

ethical persons who give of their personal time as public service to make this City a better place to live. 

Similarly, our City staff is professional, highly qualified, and dedicated to supporting the City Council 

and the needs of our residents, generally.  The implication that any member of City staff has willfully 

disregarded the Open Meetings Act or has otherwise acted inappropriately is without foundation.  

Attacks on the City Council and staff are wholly improper and unfair.  If a mistake in judgment has been 

made, it was done with the best of motives behind it. 

With respect to the Attorney General’s advisory opinion, Acting Mayor Levin reminded everyone 

that it is a legal process.  The advisory opinion is not an order of court, nor is it a full Attorney General 

opinion.  Rather, it is guidance from the Attorney General’s Public Action Bureau to help our residents 
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and the City best comply with the OMA.  He recognized that the Public Action Bureau has particular 

expertise with respect to OMA, and its opinion is taken seriously and that we have a City Attorney who 

has vast experience, as well.  Council’s responsibility is not to simply take the Attorney General’s 

advisory opinion and blindly do as it advises.  There are points that both the City Attorney and Acting 

Mayor Levin believe require clarification.  As soon as the City received the letter, we contacted the 

Assistant Attorney General to request information, including other advisory opinions cited in the letter.  

Interestingly, those prior advisory opinions upon which the Elmhurst advisory opinion relies are not 

available online.  Remarkably, the City’s request last week for these advisory opinions was responded 

to by to the Assistant Attorney General asking us do a FOIA request, which we have done. 

As the Acting Mayor, it is his responsibility to lead the Council to comply with the law and to make 

sure that the City’s other interests are protected and that legal procedure is followed.  The advisory 

opinion has sparked a flame that has been fueled by speculation and misinformation, and it is in our 

community’s best interests to control that fire. 

Acting Mayor Levin stated the public need not take his word for it.  He stated  based upon his 

review of the recordings, it is his position that, irrespective of final decision on the advisory opinion, 

the recordings should be released so that the public can see for itself that there is no conspiracy or 

attempt to do anything other than give the best direction with respect to the Addison Street project.  

He stated it is not however, his decision.  The City Council, itself, must decide whether or not to release 

the recordings.  He stated he is not asking the City Council to vote on that tonight, as he believes that it 

is fair and responsible for any Alderman who wants to listen to the recordings before voting on the 

issue to have the opportunity to do so.  He stated he would not have felt comfortable voting on the 

issue, himself, without having heard the recordings of meetings that happened almost six months ago.  

He stated his plan to put the issue on the agenda of the next City Council meeting.  If the Council votes 

to release the recordings, they will be made available the next day.  If the Council desires to rely on 

those Aldermen who have already reviewed the recordings and want to vote tonight, it may be done, 

but he does not want to force any Alderman to vote without full knowledge.  Then, the recordings 

would be available this week after the unrelated portions are removed. The ultimate response to the 

Attorney General’s advisory opinion may happen down the road.  Acting Mayor Levin stated he can 

assure all that the Council will be far more sensitive and diligent on Open Meetings Act issues.   

On tonight’s agenda is the release of the minutes of the two closed meetings.  The City fully 

recognizes that the minutes convey minimal information meaningful to the public’s concern.  He stated 

as he has found himself saying with some frequency, irrespective of what course of action is taken, 

there will always be those who criticize.  Even on the release of the minutes, he has had strong 

opinions on both sides.  If Council releases the minutes, it is being said that they are trying to pretend 

like they are taking meaningful action.  If Council does not release them, they will be accused of not 

even making the minimal effort to provide basic information. 

Acting Mayor Levin stated his goal tonight is to convey the continuing intent of the City Council to 

do the right thing, to comply with the law, to serve the public, and to be as transparent as possible as 

they conduct business.  If Council has failed in any way, it does not mean that it was done intentionally 

and that they cannot improve.  He stated, if the recordings are released two weeks hence, he intends 
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to continue to work with the City Manager and City Attorney to continue discussions with the Attorney 

General to better refine the City’s position on closed sessions moving forward.  As an attorney, he 

stated with confidence that the issue at hand was hardly straightforward. 

Acting Mayor Levin stated finally he wanted to clarify the processes related to the two separate 

issues both related to the Addison Street project.  First, in 2009, the City entered into a development 

agreement with ARCO/Murray for the Addison Street project.  The topic of the closed sessions was a 

potential modification to that agreement to sell additional space within the building to be used for 

offices.  Irrespective of whether or not the City elects to modify that development agreement, there is 

an existing agreement for a four-story parking garage, with retail spaces. 

The framework in terms of the development agreement is quite complex.  Acting Mayor Levin 

stated his intention is to have a Committee of the Whole meeting to have City staff provide an 

overview of the project so that both members of the City Council and the public understand the 

genesis of the project, the terms of the current agreement, and where the project is on the timeline.  

After Acting Mayor Levin announced his intent to have that presentation included on the second City 

Council meeting in February, a concern was raised that it would interfere with the zoning relief hearing 

that began before the Zoning and Planning Commission last Thursday. 

The second process is the request for zoning relief.  The Zoning and Planning Commission’s job is to 

hear evidence to determine whether or not the Addison Street project should remain at four stories, as 

is permitted by City ordinance, or be permitted to increase to six stories by way of a variance, which 

requires approval of the Zoning and Planning Commission and City Council.  The Zoning and Planning 

Commission commenced its hearings last Thursday and they will continue on March 14, 2013.  If the 

Zoning and Planning Commission and City Council decline the request to allow six stories, the building 

will still be built with a height of four stories. 

Acting Mayor Levin stated the Addison Street project is important to our community and he, 

personally, hopes that it proceeds expeditiously.  He stated he knows many on the City Council feel 

likewise and he is hopeful that the resolution of the Open Meeting Act issue will not in any way 

interfere with the merits of this development. 

Acting Mayor Levin updated the Council on the TIF IV Intergovernmental Agreement stating by the 

next Council meeting a finalized draft will be completed. 

 b. CITY MANAGER GRABOWSKI  

 City Manager Grabowski stated ComEd and Assistant City Manager Kopp will be meeting with staff, 

the Chairman of the ComEd Sub-Committee, and a representative from the Galvin Institute, to discuss 

long term plans.  

 City Manager Grabowski announced a break in the storm watermain at Jackson and Hawthorne.  

He stated it was a 100 year old, 66 inch storm sewer, and the intersection will be closed for about 

seven (7) days. 

RESOLUTIONS 

9.  a.  R-09-2013 – A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE RELEASE OF CERTAIN CLOSED SESSION MINUTES 
 

Resolution R-09-2013 was presented for passage: 
 

 Alderman Mulliner moved to approve the resolution as read.  Alderman Wagner seconded. 
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Alderman Pezza stated Council is here tonight, with this issue before them, regarding a taxpayer 

funded development that has been discussed behind closed doors from its conception in 2008.  Since 

her term began in 2009, there have been several closed door discussions revolving around this project 

which made her uncomfortable and made her question the appropriateness of the details being 

discussed in those closed meetings. 

She stated she informed staff on both accounts of the September meetings, after receiving a 28 

page memo just 2 hours prior to the start of the closed meeting, that she did not believe it qualified for 

the closed session discussion and she informed staff that she would not be present for those 

discussions due to her certainty that this did not fall under the exceptions of the Open Meetings Act 

and believe her absence was known to her fellow Council members.  Unfortunately, they chose to go 

forward with both meetings and the discussions.                                                                                                                                    

Alderman Pezza stated after the meetings were held, she followed proper procedure and came in 

to review the tapes in the presence of the OMA Officer, Clerk Spencer, and after reviewing, it only gave 

her more resolve on my position.  It became clear after her review that the information gathered 

during those closed meetings was being taken back to the developer, which meant negotiations were 

going on, prior to the public ever having their input.   She asked, what kind of capacity does the public 

now have to influence the project when the parameters of the project have already been discussed 

and decided behind closed doors? 

She stated this now left her with 4 options in which to get an answer to whether or not my 

interpretation was correct: 

1. File a complaint with the DuPage County State’s Attorney 

2. File a lawsuit against the City of Elmhurst 

3. Seek legal opinion from the Attorney General’s Office 

4. Sit back and do nothing – which she stated was not an option for her 

While it was not an easy decision, she knew it was the right one. Alderman Pezza chose to file a 

complaint with the Public Access Counselor at the AGs office with the help of the Citizen Advocacy 

Center. She stated she had to make a legal argument to the Attorney General, and then the City was 

allowed to make their argument in response to her complaint. 

She stated after reviewing the tapes and minutes of those meetings, the Attorney General’s office 

agreed with her that the Open Meetings Act was violated.  She asked, where does this leave us?  

She stated Council has a legal opinion from the Attorney General that states the Statute was 

violated, directing the Council to immediately release the portions of the closed session minutes and 

the closed session verbatim recordings relating to the discussions in question, to the public.   The 

release of the written minutes is simple, being they are very general and vague in content and the 

audio recordings should be released immediately as stated by the Attorney General. 

Playing the verbatim tapes is only a remedy to that violation, not the deeper issue at hand; the 

issue is the concept of ‘Done Deals.’  When the public questions something being a ‘done deal’ Council 

assures them this is not the case because they are going through ‘the process.’  The City has just begun 

the public part of the process for this development, yet the discussions that took place behind closed 

doors show the entire process around this project has been tainted. The public and the developer have 
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not been on an even playing field with respect to influencing their public officials about why the 

project, funded by their tax dollars, should or should not move forward.  

Council should have first decided in a neutral and uninfected process, whether or not the people 

wanted the extra 2 floors. If yes, then Council could have legally gone in to closed session and 

discussed how much the City is willing to sell the 2 floors of office space for and other financial details. 

She stated she believes the tapes will show, when released, that the uses of the building which are 

before the public in zoning right now, have already been discussed along with pricing and other issues 

that should have come after the public process was exhausted.  The other matters being discussed 

should have never come forward until after the zoning was approved in its final stage, being the City 

Council vote. 

 Alderman Pezza moved to amend item 9a. R-09-2013 – A Resolution Regarding the Release of 

Certain Closed Session Minutes to add after the words written minutes to include and the verbatim 

audio recordings of the closed meetings and include the clause:  Any Council member who commented 

on any of the matters the AG office said were illegal, now have a conflict of interest and must be 

recused from all hearings, discussions and votes on this matter.  Alderman Gutenkauf seconded. 

 Acting Mayor Levin, point of clarification asked, for tonight’s vote. 

 Alderman Pezza replied, for the project as a whole. 

 Discussion ensued regarding the amended motion. 

 Acting Mayor Levin, point of clarification, asked Alderman Pezza, in the amended motion, do you 

mean recused or barred. 

 Alderman Pezza replied, those who were in violation of the act should be barred from a vote. 

 Alderman Morley stated even though the Council has completed the online Open Meetings Act 

training, more training may be needed.  He also stated formal notification should be given if a Council 

member is going to be absent from an Executive Session meeting. 

 Discussion continued. 

 Alderman Morley, point of clarification, asked for the amended motion to be read.   

 The motion was read and discussion resumed. 

 Alderman Bram, point of order, stated Council should be speaking to the motion at hand, not the 

overall project. 

 Acting Mayor Levin, over ruled.  Discussion continued. 

 Alderman Pezza moved to amend the motion to exclude the clause.  Alderman Gutenkauf 

seconded. 

 City Attorney Storino stated to follow procedure, a vote to suspend the rules is required since the 

resolution is to be amended and a vote taken on the same night. 

 Alderman Mulliner moved to suspend the rules.  Alderman York seconded.  Voice vote, unanimous. 

Motion carried. 

 Alderman Morley stated that if any of the Council members have not had an opportunity to listen 

to the audio recordings they should be allowed to do so before the recordings are released. 

 Acting Mayor Levin stated that any Council member will have ample time to listen to the audio 

recordings before they are released. 
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 Acting Mayor Levin called for a voice vote on the amended motion.  Alderman Bram, point of order 

asked for a roll call vote.   

 Roll call vote to suspend the rules: 

 Ayes: Pezza, Gutenkauf, Leader, Dunn, Bram, Polomsky, York, Hipskind, Levin, Kennedy, Morley, 

Wagner, Mulliner 
 

 Nays:    None 

         Results:  13 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent 

                   Motion duly carried 

 

 Roll call vote on item 9a.  R-09-2013 – A Resolution Regarding the Release of Certain Closed 

Session Minutes: 
 

 Ayes: Mulliner, Wagner, Pezza, Gutenkauf, Leader, Dunn, Bram, Polomsky, York, Hipskind, Levin, 

Kennedy, Morley 
 

 Nays: None 
 

         Results:  13 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent 

          Motion duly carried 

                

ORDINANCES 

10. a. O-13-2013 – AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE GENERAL TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 

2012 OF THE CITY OF ELMHURST, DUPAGE AND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS (SEE ITEM 7A.) 
 

  Ordinance O-13-2013 was presented for passage. 

 

 Alderman York moved to approve item 10a. O-13-2013 – An Ordinance Abating a Portion of the 

General Tax Levy for the Year 2012 of the City of Elmhurst, DuPage and Cook Counties, Illinois.  

Alderman Hipskind seconded.  Roll call vote: 

 Ayes: York, Hipskind, Levin, Kennedy, Morley, Wagner, Mulliner, Pezza, Gutenkauf, Leader, Dunn, 

Bram, Polomsky 

 

 Nays: None 

         Results:  13 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent 

          Motion duly carried 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

11. None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

12.  Alderman Morley moved to adjourn the meeting.  Alderman Gutenkauf seconded.  Voice vote.  

Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned 9:27 p.m.      

                     

     Scott M. Levin, Acting Mayor 

                              

                                                 

Patty Spencer, City Clerk 


